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NO UNION WITH SLAVEHOLDERS! 


— 


THE U. 8. CONSTITUTION i Gavenaae en =. 
AND AN AGREEMENT WITH HELL.’ 


tr ‘Yes! it cannot be denied—the slaveholding 
lords of the South prescribed, as a condition of their 
assent to the Constitution, three special provisions to 
secure the perpetuity of their dominion over their 
slaves The first was the immunity, for twenty years, 
of preverving the African slave trade; the second was 
the stipulation to surrender fugitive slaves—an en- 
ggement positively prohibited by the laws of God, 
delivered from Sinai; and, thirdly, the exaction, fatal 
to the principles of popular representation, of a repre- 
sentation for slaves—for articles of merchandize, under 
the name of persons. . . To call government thus con- 
stituted a democracy, is to insult the understanding of 
mankind. It is doubly tainted with the infection of 
riches and slavery. Its reciprocal operation upon the 
government of the nation is to establish an artificial 
majority in the slave representation over that of the 
free people, in the American Congress, and thereby 
to make the PRESERVATION, PROPAGATION 
AND PERPETUATION OF SLAVERY THE VI- 
TAL AND ANIMATING SPIRIT OF THE NA- 
TIONAL GOVERNMENT,’—Joux Quincy Apame. 
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The wrath of the | 


gitive Slave Law well nigh the last | 


m which the people of this land will | 


frest in the discussion of the slave- | 


to be here. I ask it not of the heartless, scheming 
politician. I ask it not of the priest, who sells men’s 
souls for power and gold. I am here by virtue of my 
rights asa man! I am here to fulfil my duty to my 
fellow-men and to God! I am here by invitation of 
three millions of my wronged and oppressed fellow- 
men, all speechless as they are; they are all eloquent 
in tears and groans and blood, and by these, by 
their sacred nature as men, by their darkened souls 
and lacerated forms, I am urged to speak for them, 
and plead their cause with the people of America and 
with the world! You have cast the slave upon the 
| sympathies of the world, upon the pity of the uni- 
verse; and when the legislation of the land is in 
league with the Slave Power of the land, and both 
are sustained by a sordid priesthood and time-serving 


cause of oppression. And last, but not least, the en- 
emy of Aucrica is the vENAL Eprror, the reptile, 
who, among men, is tracked only by the slime he 
leaves in his dark and polluted path! who stops at 
no calumny‘or falsehood that he may please a slave- 
holding administration, and hopes, by fawning, to 
zain its notice, and receive some paltry office for his 
utter renunciation of all that might make him a MAN. 
Such you have among you. Watch them well, for it is 
of them you should be afraid. ‘They are the men who 
ruin nations, and they flourish abundantly here in 
America. (Great applause.) And it is such wretehes 
as these, who publish such papers as these, [holding 
up the Rochester Advertiser,] who deny to me, a 
stranger, the right of free speech, and who have the 
insolence to attempt to prevent you, the citizens of 





church, in utterly crushing the slave, you need not 
wonder that the men and women of other lands take 
jup the cause of the outcast bondman, and demand 
his rights, and plead his cause before the world upon 
| the broad ground of humanity. 

Yet you, as a people, make a great ado about liber- 
ty. You like freedom very well for yourselves, and 





at times the statesmen of your country are very elo- 
quent upon the subject of liberty. Lately, in the 
Congress of the United States, a proposition has been 
made to send a vessel to bring to your shores the no- 
ble Kossuth. 


But remember, in the same Congress 
it has been proposed to send vessels freighted with 
the hunted and despised children of America, (hunted 
and depised not for crime,) but for the color and form 
which God gave them, to the inhospitable shores of 





Africa ; and this not from any motive to give them a 
| chance to live even in that land of fever, miasma and 
| death, but solely and simply to make the slave proper- 
|ty of the South more valuable and secure ; for this is 
| the motive often and fearlessly avowed! And the eyes 
|of an indignant world may see sailing, side by side, 
the ship which goes to bring to your shores the hero 
of Hungarian liberty, the noble Kossuth, and the 
ship which bears to a foreign clime the wronged and 
expatriated citizens of the American Republic! Can 
you think, for a moment, that the eyes of all Europe 
are blinded to your hypocrisy, or that the philanthro- 
py of the world does not despise you, and indignantly 


refuse to recognize your pretensions to a love of hu- 
man liberty? They see you as you are, and hold you 
to be the hypocrites you are; and in your expressed 
sympathy for the suffering heroes of other lands, they 
see that disgusting sight of a nation of oppressors re- 
buking a far less oppression on the part of far less 
guilty lands. 

Much has been said, in years past, of the cruelties 
of the African slave trade, upon the horrors of the 
middle passage, and the seenes upon the African 
coast; and you have shuddered at it. Look at the 


slavery are alike, under all circumstances; they are 
seen in broken heartsg and in severed family ties. 


at the South also. Is there blood flowing from the 
lash? It flows night and day at the South! What 
| Southern breeze blows over us, which does not bring 





the groans and cries of the poor down-trodden slave? 
Who shall compass the measure of this guilt? Who 
shall tell the sum of the iniquities of slavery? When 
with the lengthened line you have sounded its dark 
caverns, you see yet below another and another 
| depth of guilt, and in horror ery, Oh! the depths! 
| When with your mightiest effort you seek again 
to find the lowest of the crimes and pollutions of 
slavery, again you are baffied, and again in horrorcry, 
Oh! the depths! The depths of that guilt which the 
people of America so coolly perpetrate, which the legis- 
|lators of the land sustain by law, which the clergy 
of the land seek to justify by the word of God, might 
affright an archangel to contemplate ! 

Look at the effects of slavery upon yourselves. At 
the South, see a blasted soil, deserted homes, and a 
broken commerce, all uniting to speak the system 
accursed! Andwhere will it end? Consult the history 
of the world. Babylon in its glory, Greece in its 
| pride of learning and in its proud chivalry, gone! 
| Rome, the mistress and the oppressor of the nations, 
|gone! The voice of God in all past time says, ac- 


cursed be the nation which makes merchandise of 


Man! 


Will America, with all this before her, enter the 
lists with Jehovah? Will she dare try the fearful ex- 
periment, and take the fate which has met the tyran- 
nical nations of the earth in all past time? May God 
prevent, in his mercy, this madness, and may she re- 
| pent before it is too late! But if America, who has 
|received from the hand of God more blessings than 
| any other portion of the eafth, will continue to wor- 
| ship the bloody god she has set up, let her worship 
jand perish! I, for one, will do my duty, and will 
| Speak not only for the slave, but in words of entreaty 
| to America that she will be true to herself, that she 
will put away this sinfrom her midst, that she will 
| Cleanse her garments from the blood of the slave, 
| and go on in her glorious career, a blessing and a light 
| to the darkened nations of the world! 


It has been said that I hate America. I hate Amer- 
ca! What for? I love her clear skies, her glorious 
|rivers, her fertile fields, her broad prairies, and her 
| towering mountains, I love America. I love her 
| for the great and good men she has nourished; I love 
| her for her resistanc¢ to the tyranny of the land from 
| which I came, in dafsgone by. I hate nothing here 
| but slavery, and that is unworthy of America! If I 
| hated America, think you I would reprove her sins? 
| No! I would say to her, ‘Let slavery flourish’ ; for I 
|Should know then that freedom would die, and that 
| the nation would soon be blotted out from among the 
| nations of the earth. IfI hated America, think you 
| [should hourly peril my life to pluck from her heart 
the arrow that is drinking up her life-blood? I will 
tell yon who is the enemy of America. It is the sel- 
Jsh politician, who cares not for the ruin of a noble 
people, if his desire fer place and hope of promotion 
can be gratified at the expense of a nation’s honor, 
and by the sacrifice of all which ennobles a nation, 
and which alone ean save it from decay, viz., the re- 
cognition and practice of the principles of justice and 
humanity. 

He is an enemy to America, who, standing as a 
Priest and minisier of God, trifles with his solemn ob- 
ligations, and lends the aid of his high office to the 














Is there weeping and wailing in the slave ship? It is | 


this country, the citizens of Rochester, from hearing 
| whom you pleaso to hear, upon any subject you may 
| please to discuss in your own city. And these gen- 
tlemen of the press call for a mob to receive me. 
Look sharp after those who invoke the mob, the mon- 
ster mob, which denies me free speech, who would 
taste my blood to-night, will breakfast on you to- 
morrow morning. The freedom of speech which I 
ask to-day, you my need to-morrow; and it is a dan- 
gerous thing to tamper with one human right, and 
more dangerous to make that right dependent upon 
the will of a mob. 





I did not make 
It was a question of humanity before it was a 
question of politics, and because its political relations 


may make it a matter of importance to some gentle- 


You say it is a question of politics. 
it so. 


man in the next street, who expects or hopes to be 
| returned to Congress, shall I hold my peace upon the 
rights and wrongs of three millions of my fellow-men? 
Can I hold my peace, and not become guilty before 
God for my neglect to defend these defenceless, rob- 
bed and hunted children of his? Itis not suflicient 
to tell me ‘it is a political question.’ I shall do my 
duty to humanity, whatever the consequences may be. 
If I goto an English audience with this question 
of slavery, they are not angry, for they know that I 
am right upon it. IfI were to take this question to 
heaven, there would be no mob raised there ; there 
are no Advertisers there. (Laughter.) No! it is only 
in free, Christian, Republican America, that the dis- 
cussion of the inalienable rights of man justifies re- 
course to mob violence. Show me the man who 
hates the truth, and I will show you the veriest slave 
on earth, for he dares not investigate and receive that 
which is necessary to his happiness and that of his 
race. Show me the man who loves truth, and though 
|a ton of iron is on his limbs in the shape of shackles, 
yet is he a free man in soul, and worthy to live in the 
| creation of a God of truth and freedom.’ 





The above is a faint sketch only of one of the most 


South ! it is all there; the evils and characteristics of | powerful speeches probably ever uttered by man. 


The colossal proportions of the sin of slavery were 
| portrayed with startling power, and the minds of the 
listeners were deeply impressed by the grand and aw- 
ful imagery with which he surrounded the subject. 
He seemed to look into eternity, and to feel borne 
down by the visions of the guilt which men contract 
day by day, with perfect indifference to the fact, that 
for these outrages upon the rights and interests of 
their fellow-men, God will hold them responsible. 

Mr. Geo. W. Clark, the author of the ‘ Liberty Min- 
strel,’ then sang a beautiful song. 


Mr. Foster made some remarks upon the general 
subject of slavery. Something being said about 
Springfield, Mr. ‘Thompson rose and gave the audience 
an amusing account of the mob at Springfield, and of 
the efforts of Homer Foot & Co. to get up a mob, 
and then to back out from the responsibility thereof. 
He then alluded to an article in the Rochester Adc- 
vertiser of that day, which, with a great parade of 
words, announced that he, the editor, had sent to 
Springfield, to get from the editors of the Springfield 
Republican information as to the fact whether Mr. 
Thompson did say at Springfield aforesaid, that ‘ there 
is not a rood of earth on the globe which is not more 
sanctified to the Spirit of Liberty than the soil of 
America;’ and having got the testimony of that ho- 
ly ‘deacon Bowles,’ who had suffered his paper to be 
the vehicle, for weeks, of the grossest slanders against 
an innocent man; and having got, also, the testimo- 
ny of that yelping cur, the junior editor of the Spring- 
field Republican, who will be a deacon in time, if he 
lives to come to years of discretion; having, I say, 
got the testimony of the old hypocrite and the young 
slanderer to the fact of Mr. Thompson’s having said 
the above thing in regard to Christian and Kepubli- 
can America, he announced to the people of Roches- 
ter that he had ‘pinned Mr. Thompson to the wall,’ 
&c. &c. Now, the long-eared donkey of the Adver- 
tiser took a great deal of needless pains, and put 
himself to a great deal of needless trouble, to show 
his patriotism ; for Mr. Thompson never denied that 
he said the above, and on this occasion he proved it 
abundantly. ‘Where,’ said Mr. Thompson, ‘can you 
find on earth a sight like this? See! yonder isa slave 
mother fleeing from the hell of Southern slavery, 
claiming nothing but the rights which God gave her, 
and of which the slaveholder had long ropbed her, and 
twenty millions of freemen are leagued to hunt her 
down and return her to be tortured, lacerated and 
defiled in the prison house from which she had es- 
caped! She flees from her pursuers towards that cat- 
aract which seems to rebuke with its thunders the 
cruelty of your nation. They are close upon her, and, 
burdened with her little one, which she wili not tear 
from the breast from which it draws its life, she is 
overtaken. Then, in the sacred name of law, she is 
carried before a hireling Commissioner, who is bribed 
by a provision of the Fugitive Slave Law of Congress 
to give her up to the slave-hunter. Then is she 
borne shricking away; and when the horrified wit- 
ness of this diabolical act turns to the pulpit, expect- 
ing to hear the denunciations of God upon the op- 
pressor come fast from the lips of the priesthood, he 
hears some Dewey, or Rogers, or Sharp, or Cox, ex- 
cusing the deed, and boldly blaspheming the Savior 
of the world, by seeking to justify a crime at which 
the soul sickens, by quoting texts from the blessed 
Bible. Where on the wide earth can you’ find any 
thing which is parallel to this incrime? Ask Wm. 
and Ellen Craft, who haye been themselves hunted in. 
the Pilgrim city, and who have fied from this repub- 
lican land to take shelter beneath the sceptre of a 





Queen, if there be within their knowledge a rood of 
earth which is not more sanctified by the Spirit of 
Liberty, than the soil of Christian, Republican Amer- 
ica! Jrecant the assertion? Never! It is TrveE, 
and Idare any man to come upon this platform and 
debate the question with me.’ (Applause.) 

No one appearing to question the position of Mr. 
Thompson, the saints of the Springfield Republican, 
and their friend, the blackguard of the Advertiser, 
failingto appear, the meeting adjourned until the 
following day. 

The Convention met on Friday morning. The 
house was completely filled, and an intense interest 
was manifested in relation to the subjects which came 
before the meeting for discussion. 

Interesting remarks were made by Mr. Burtis, and 
by Abby K. Foster. 

‘Sojourner Truth,’ a negro woman, formerly a slave 
in the State of New York, made some acceptable re- 
marks, in her peculiar manner. This woman, who 
can neither read nor write, will often speak with an 
ability which surprises the educated and refined. 
She possesses a mind of rare power, and often, in the 
course of her short speeches, will throw out gems of 
thought. But the truly Christian spirit which per- 
vades all she says, endears her to all who know her. 
Though she has suffered all the ills of slavery, she 
forgives all who have wronged her most freely. She 
said her home should be open to the man who had 
held her as a slave, and who had so much wronged 
her. She would feed him and take care of him if 
he was hungry and poor. ‘O friends,’ said she, ‘ pity 
the poor slaveholder, and pray for him. It troubles 
me more than any thing else, what will become of 
the poor slaveholder, in all his guilt and all his im- 
penitence. God will take care of the poor trampled 
slave, but where will the slaveholder be when cter- 
nity begins ?’ 

Sojourner has attended several of these conventions, 
for the purpose of selling her most interesting Narra- 
tive, and all who become acquainted with her esteem 
her most highly. 

S. 8. Foster followed with some excellent remarks. 
He spoke of the perfect independence of the anti-sla- 
very cause. From the first, Garrison, Phillips, Quin- 
ey, May, and others of the veteran leaders in this 
great contest for freedom, had formed no connection 
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the colleges and academies of the land, because thé 
chain of the Christian is on the neck of Kis brethren 
atthe South. You at the North scorn and spit upon 
the free colored man. Because his race are imbruted 
at the South, you deny the free colored man of the 
North the respect and honordue him as aman. Yet 
it was your God and Judge who made him. He it 
was who gave him the form and color for which you 
hate and despise him. It was His * Lamp’ who died 
for him. It is your God and his who will call you to 
account for this persecution and hatred of your col- 
ored brother. By daring to do this, you place your- 
selves in array against God; you seek by indulging 
this feeling of prejudice to arraign His wisdom, and 
by trampling upon the rights of the colored man, you 
virtually seek to dethrone the God of heaven ! 

Think of it! Three millions of God’s children, 
equal to yourselves by birth, invested by their Crea- 
tor with all the sacred rights of men, equal in all 
things pertaining to the dignity of the human race 
with the proudest of the earth, equal to the President 
of the United States, or any of the proud statesmen 
or oppressors of the land—three millions! held by 
their fellow-men in fee simple, goods and chattels, to 
be made to toil unpaid; to be spit upon; to be lace- 
rated by the whip; the wife to be torn from the arms 
of the husband, and the child from the embraces of 
the parent; and all this in a land professedly Repub- 
lican, in a land of Bibles, of Churches, and of Sab- 
bath! The mother in travail waits not till she has 
brought forth her offspring, and rejoices at the birth 
of her child; but before it sees the light, she curses 
her own existence, and the day when her off- 
spring are born into slavery; for the Christians of a 
land like this have connived together for evil, and 
they betray the negro from the womb, Ay, more 
horrible still! they doom to slavery millions yet in 
the loins of their parents! They have built up a 
system of wrong which shall seize and enslave 
millions of God's creatures through ages and ages yet 
to come. And in enslaving the body, you crush the 
soul. Thesovz! Whocan fathom the capabilities 
of one soul! who weigh the hopes and fears of only 
one soul! And you have placed beneath your feet 
three millions! Three millions of slaves! You cannot 
grasp the number. You think of it, but do not com- 
pehend it. Goto the seaside, and pick up the peb- 





with sectarianism, or with political schemes or plans. 
The American Anti-Slavery Society was simply an | 
association for the thorough renovation of public| 
sentiment in relation to American slavery. They 


bles on the beach till you have accumulated the vast 
number of three millions, and let each pebble stand 
for one slave; and think of the stupendous nature of 
that one slave’s soul; think of the grandeur of its 


have never sought to build up political parties or powers, think of its immortal destiny, and remember 


sectrian churches. 
believing in its efficacy in rousing the conscience 
and purifying the heart, they had relied constantly 
upon that truth, and God had abundantly blessed 
their efforts. 

Mr. Clark then sang the song beginning with the 
words—‘ A voice has gone forth, and the land is 


Holding the truth of God, and | that to enslave it is to put out the light which God 


himself has kindled within it; that to enslave it is to 
mike it dark, to crush its powers, to cover it with 
moral pollution ;—and then multiply this guilt, which 
tongue cannot speak, by the guilt of enslaving three 
milions, and grasp, if you can, the fearful aggregate 
of crime! 


awake,’ in a manner which thrilled every heart, and| We look from over the waters of the Atlantic to see 


then, at the earnest call of the assemblage, George | the exemplification of Christian principle in this land. 


Thompson took the floor. 


Mr. Thompson spoke of the condition of the color- 
ed people of this country, and of the hatred and pre- 
judice which meets them, both bond and free, in eve- 
ry direction. ‘ You,’ said Mr. T., * who profess to be- 
lievo that all men are created free and equal, have, in 
the face of heaven and earth, given the lie to your 
professions. You have proscribed and set apart as 
unclean, the entire colored population of the land. 
Three millions of them you have doomed to a hope- 
less bondage, and those who by birth, or other cir- 
cumstances, are not slaves, you deride, scoff at, hate 
and oppress, because the same God who made your- 
selves gave them acolor unlike your own! I ean 
sympathize with my colored brother, who sees but 
darkness around and before him; but I do not share 
his feelings of despondency. I agree with the views 
of my extellent friend, Mrs. Foster, who yesterday 
gave us words of cheering and of hope. I believe that 
his redemption is not far off, for ail the elements of 
tyranny in the land are now in full operation to riv- 
et the chains of the slave, and to make complete the 
work of oppression. This is very encouraging. For 
twenty years we have been trying to get the people 
of this nation roused upon the subject of slavery. 
‘fhe stupor and indifference which marked the early 
days of the anti-slavery cause have disappeared, and 
now the whole land is awakened tothe subject. Now 
the strength of tyranny is to be tested in an open war 
with freedom, Now the philanthropy, the humanity, 
and the true Christian principle of this land are brought 
to bear upon this dark system of robbery and pollu- 
tion, and who can doubt that the issue will be glori- 
ous for freedom ? 

«I see sitting in solitary grandeur the friend of my 
youth, the man who has by his gigantic efforts and 


At the South, we see, without a parallel, lust, incest, 
eruelty and murder. In the free States, even in New 
England, we pass by the proud churches and the 
prouder priesthood of the land, and we find the exhi- 
bition of that Christian principle we seck among com- 
paratively a few men and women, unknown to fame, 
gathered out from every sect, party and condition of 
life, closely and heroically leagued together by one 
comman band of deep and constant sympathy for the 
slave. And these men and women are by the legis- 
lators of the land set without the pale of the law, for 
no other crime than their hatred of wrong and op- 
pression—denied for twenty years the protection 
which even the criminal receives, viz., the defence of 
the police from the violence of lawless men. They 
are and have been outlawed by their own legislators, 
simply because they have loved truth and humanity, 
and by these legislators and offiters of law have been 
deliberately given over to the mercies of the mob, I 
saw myself, in Faneuil Hall, two hundred ruffians, 
in the presence of the Mayor, the Chief of the Police, 
andthe police force of Boston, mock at and trample 
under foot the dearest rights of 3500 of the purest and 
best of the tax-paying citizens of that city. To this 
hour, the ruins of Pennsylvania Hall tell of the power 
of slavery in this land to crush the right of free 
speech, and utterly destroy the freedom of the citi- 
zen. And all this because of the prejudice you have 
kept alive toward the colored race, That hatred of 
the black man has poisoned your hearts, and you ex- 
hibit it in every relation of life. You have a citizen 
here in Rochester, whose residence in any city of your 
Union would be an honor to thatcity. A man of rare 
intellect, aman from whose writings the first newspa- 
per in the English realm is proud to quote, a man 
who is appreciated and admired, not only in England, 





matchless courage brought this question of slavery 
before the American people. That man is William 
Lioyd Garrison. I, with him, look back upon the! 
career of the anti-slavery cause during the twenty 
years past, and I look at that cause as it stands now 

before the world. It is not now a question betweer 

‘a few silly women,’ and some pert, upstart clergy- 

man in his pulpit; it is not now a matter for the 

sport and laughter of the heartless and the shallow- 

brained. It is a thing of reality. Now the press, the 

pulpit, and the legislative bodies of the land, are en- 

gaged in its discussion. Now the contest is betweea 

the United States Government, and the justice and 

humanity of the people. Now has the proclamatioa 

of the President gone forth; now is the battle set ia 

array, the ground measured, the orders given, and 

the trumpet sounded at the outset. Now the contest 
is between God and Moloch, and we rejoice that the 

battle is at hand, for we know that he who is the God 

of the oppressed is with us, and that. certain victory 

awaits us. 

But I was speaking of the proscription of the col- 
ored man. . It is true, that in this land you make the 
cruelties you practice upon a portion of the colored 
race, in making them slaves, a reason for hating and 
persecuting those who are not slaves, You conspire 
to prevent the colored freeman from obtaining respec- 
table employment; you drive him te the necessity of 
taking up with the most menial employments to 0b- 
tain bread for himself and_his;family.. You conspire 
to prevent his obtaining the education he needs. You, 
‘with few exceptions, shut against him the doors of 





but throughout all Europe. His name is a household 
‘word in the proudest mansions on the other side of the 
Atlantic. His brilliant thoughts are treasured up by 
the scholars of that land, his soul-stirring eloquence 
yet echoes in the halls of that land, and upon the 
Royal Exchange, his bust is placed among those of 
the great of all nations. That man is Frepertck 
Doverass, And herein Rochester, and in America, 
in the estimation of pampered priest and heartless 
politician, the rich merchant and the hard-working 
mechanic, he is but ‘a nigger’! To what depths of 
degradation does the prejudice against color sink those 
who cherish it! To what meanness and wickedness 
will not men stoop, who, giving themselves up to the 
influence of ashameful prejudice, teach themselves to 
hate without cause their brother whom God hath 
made ! 

But, courage, poor scorned and insulted man of 
color! The day is coming when in your case the par- 
able of Lazarus and Dives will be realized. Let the 
proud and the rich and the mighty scorn and hate 
you, the bosom of an impartial God is waiting for 
you; and for your oppressors is waiting that wrath 
which the God of the oppressed has reserved for the 
tyrant who tramples His image in the dust, 

When, my friends, do you expect this hatred of the 
colored man to cease? ‘You cannot tell?’ I will 
tell you. It will be when you yourselves repudiate 
it, Do you expect the press of the land will become 
pureand just? _ It will become ¢o. when you have be- 
come so, and not till then, The press is # mirror. 





It reflects the mind of the Tho mass of the 


people of this country are indifferent to or directly 
favorable toward the cause ofoppression. The greater 
portion of the press of the land reflects that indiffer- 
ence, or openly advocates oppression. Let the people 
of the land put on the form of humanity, and see if 
the press does not reflect back that humanity, and 
thunder against the outrage which slavery commits 
upon the race, 

How is it with the pulpit—any better than the 
press? No! washed and more decent, but no better; 
for when, at all risks, the fugitive has escaped from his 
shackles, as he passes through ‘free New England,’ 
the hunter seizes him, and the priest from the altar 
lends his aid to send him back into slavery, ond 
seeks to make the Bible sanction the crime he has 
committed in thus sustaining oppression. Look now 
at the pulpits of the land! Hear from them the voi- 
ces of the Sharpes, the Deweys, the Rogerses, and a 
host of others, advocating the claims of the man thief 
and robber as paramount to the higher law of God! 
When will the pulpits of the land be cleansed ? 
When you, the people, shall be pure, and shall teach 
the recreant, time-serving minister to respect the 
claims of humanity and the law of the blessed God. 
The work, then, is to be done with [you and through 
you, the people. All reforms have been begun and 
carried on by the people, and to them we look in this 
dark day of tyranny. 


And now, take the question home to your bosoms. 
Feel for the slave, for he needs your pity. Do your 
duty towards him, and the reward of the righteous 
shall be yours. A peace of mind which the selfish 
and the tyrannical know not—the happiness of know- 
ing that, in the day when tyranny was strong, and 
the wrath of the oppressor was hot against the friends 
of truth and of human freedom, you defended the 
poor slave, and did what you could for his emancipa- 
tion. Choose you this day whom ye will serve. If 
the Lord be God, follow him! If Millard Fillmore, 
follow him ! 


Ihave given above nothing but a sketch of the 
speeches of Mr. Thompson. ‘To convey to those who 
have never heard him any adequate idea of his power 
as an orator is impossible. To those who have heard 
him, even sketches of his speeches are not wholly 
unacceptable, as they serve to bring to mind the look 
and manner of the splendid orator. If you, Mr. Ed- 
itor, could make the summer breeze at times blow 
gently across your columns, anon bring up the full 
sweep of the tempest, cause the thunder to roll along 
the page, and the lines to sparkle with fire, then the 
reader who has never heard George Thompson could 
feel something of his power, and feel the blood start 
through his veins, and his heart swell with the strong 
emotions of an awakening sense of the vastness of the 
subject of which the orator speaks, and the great 
responsibility of each one of us in relationto it. All 
the accounts I have given of the speeches of Mr. 
Thompson, and of the doings of the Convention in 
New York State, have been written under the most 
unfavorable circumstances, hastily and imperfectly 
thrown together, but yet, I trust, not wholly without 
value to the friends of the anti-slavery cause. 

At the close of Mr. Thompson’s specch, he stated 
to the audience that he should, in the afternoon, re- 
view Henry Clay’s Colonization Scheme. This re- 
view is complete in its elucidation of the hypocrisy of 
Mr. Clay, and of those who advocate this scheme of 
injustice, cruelty and fraud. Mr. Thompson will, as 
soon as opportunity allows, furnish it entire for the 
press. 

A Conyention is to be held in a few days at Lock- 
port, after which, Mr. Thompson, accompanied by F. 
Douglass and S. J. May, intends to visit Toronto, U. 
C.; and they will address the newly formed Canadi- 
an A. 8. Society about the 30th inst. 

I need scarcely say, that Isaac Post and family, 
Messrs. Hallowell, Pratt, and many other well known 
friends of freedom, have been untiring in their servi- 
ces to the cause, and most generous in their hospitali- 
ty to the strangers who have visited Rochester. 

G. W. P. 
LETTER FROM ROCHES 
Rocuerster, March 24, 1861. 





W. L. Garrison : 

George Thompson’s reception in this city has caus- 
ed the hearts of his friends, and those of the poor slave, 
to overflow with joy and gladness. It has more than 
realized the hopes of the most sanguine among us. 
The kindness, courtesy and hospitality extended to 
him by our citizens are truly delightful. He has awa- 
kened in their hearts, interest, respect, love and ven- 
eration, in no ordinary degree. Some, who would 
heartily have mobbed him the day before his arrival, 
were the first to crowd around the platform in joyous 
welcome as soon as he had finished his first lecture. 
He seemed to gain the hearts of his audience at once. 
I am sure I never saw faces more radiant and glow- 
ing with delight than those which shone in Corinthian 
Hall that afternoon. The thoughts expressed by one, 
as we were leaving, was evidently the feeling of all— 
‘This is the grandest exhibition yet held in Corinthian 
Hall.’ 

Mr. Thompson has delighted us by his finished 
rhetoric; by the charm of his elocution ; by his great 
anti-slavery soul; above all, by the religious hope, 
trust and sublime sentiment, that are so intimately in- 
terwoven with every thing that escapes him. May 
God abundantly bless this eloquent champion of the 
cause of the poor, down-trodden and oppressed slave, 
and may the good seed he so liberally scatters among 
us find a lodgment in the hearts of thousands of this 
people, and yield a blessed harvest of brave anti-slas 
very spirits and earnest anti-slavery principles ! 

The newspapers of our city, for weeks previous, had 
teemed with the most cruel declarations against this 
friend of humanity. The religious community were 
warned not to attend his meetings; and for days pre- 
vious, it was impossible to enter a friend’s sitting par- 
lor or drawing-rooms, or chance upon the side-walk, 
that you did not encounter this all-engrossing topic. 
Even some of those who considered themselves ‘ good 
abolitionists’ had but a ‘trembling hope’ lest the cause 
they so loved and hofiored should be injured; that 
it was hazardous and inexpedient to bring forward 


oné who had bein:so denounced by our public jour- 
fearing what the event might be. But, fortunately, 
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there were those among us who were bold and strong, 
believing that ‘the arm of the Lord was not shortened 
that it could not save’—and that, David-like, George 
Thompson was ing here, clothed not in Saul’s 
armor of this world’s steel, but in that of truth and 
righteousness, the very armor of the living God. : 

Such was the excitement of the city, that no suita- 
ble place could be found for an evening's lecture. For 
a time, it was doubtful if any place at all could be 
secured; and those who were really desirous of hear- 
ing Mr. Thompson, and had signed the invitation for 
his visit to this city, feared that, were it used, our 
Athenzum Library and elegant Hall might be in ru- 
ins before the next day! At length, amid doubts 
and fears, this hall was obtained for the afternoon. 
And Monday, the 10th of March, 1851, in Corinthian 
Hall! of the city of Rochester was exhibited the un- 
exampled and extraordinary spectacle of ‘the people 
of the city, assembled to listen to a literary lec- 
ture in broad daylight! My spirit burns with in- 
dignation, my very soul within me weeps, that a 
people so true on other great moral questions, should 
be so tamed, fettered and duped by the dark monster 
of American slavery! God help us! 

The expectations of the audience were disappoint- 
ed in consequence of the delay of the rail-road cars, 
and the indisposition of Mr. Thompson. Short ad- 
dresses were given by two or three of the citizens—a 
notice given that Mr, Thompson would speak the 
next day, and the meeting dismissed. Tuesday, the 
llth, a still larger number attended; and then we 
heard Mr. Thompson on British Reform. His exalted 
Christian sentiments and consistent republican princi- 
ples met a warm and generous response in the hearts 
of all present. This was a happy introduction to our 
Convention, which passed off most satisfactorily. 

By a singuar coincidence, about this time, the cel- 
ebrated Dr, Samven H. Cox made his appearance in 
this city, to leg¢ture before the Atheneum, fresh from 
the Union Safety Celebration, in honor of Senator 
Foot, and delivered his lecture before the Atheneum, 
after Mr. Thompson had twice or theice addressd a 
Rochester audience. ‘The adversaries of freedom, in 
their own estimation, par excellence the friends of the 
Union, feeling that they needed help in this great 
emergency, lest this ‘foreign emissary’ should rend 
the Union in tatters, invited the Doctor to address 
the citizens, as a counterpoise, upon the value of the 
Union;—whereupon the Doctor wisely declined, 
but foolishly enough addressed a long and character- 
istic letter to those who invited him, in which he had 
the moral courage to assure them he did not ‘ pray for 
slavery,’ though he thought the officiousness of John 
Bull quite intolerable upon the subject. 

‘Still the wonder grew,’ 

when, simultaneously with the publication of this let- 
ter in one of the daily papers of our city, in another 
daily journal appeared his celebrated letter of 1835, 
denouncing the Colonization Society as a ‘ hoax,’ and 
‘slavery as always a sin against God’; and commend- 
ing this same George Thompson, who then, also, 
happened to be in this country, as a most efficient 
and useful advocate of human rights, ‘ doing good on 
a great scale." The amazement of the people you 
can imagine, when these two epistles, the antipodes 
of each other, appeared. Even the Doctor himself 
appears to have had some misgivings as to his own 
personal identity; while the public at large, contem- 
plating the two letters, and believing that though the 
same hand penned both, plainly saw that the noble 
soul which inspired the one of '35, dwells no more 
with the popular D. D. of 61. 

To add to the singular chapter of incidents of the 
same weck, great placards were seen on the public 
places, announcing another lecture by another Reve- 
rend gentleman, under the imposing title, ‘ The Parri- 
cides of the Republic’ —prepared evidently as a counter- 
buff to the efforts of Mr. Thompson. Notwithstand- 
ing this paper was heralded approvingly by two of 
our daily papers, and was delivered in the same at- 
tractive hall, only a very sma!l audience,assembled to 
witness this auto da fe of the ‘ Parricides,’ which 
shows that, after all, the heart of this people does beat 
more in unison with those who plead for the wronged 
and outraged slaves, than with their enemies. This 
lecture was emphatically a denunciation of the ‘de- 
nouncers,’ as we are habitually termed, and the Eng- 
lish language was tested to its utmost in the use of all 
the epithets of vituperation against the men of peace 
and liberty, contrasting vividly and impressively with 
the whole style, matter and manner of Mr. Thompson 
in his previous efforts, and was felt to be a most 
eloquent commentary upon the spirit that actuates 
the two parties in this great controversy. It seemed 
but to throw light, by its deep shade, upon the cause 
of freedom. 

After these two displays of ‘ patriotism,’ Mr. Thomp- 
son again took the field, to the admiration of listening 
thousands—triumphantly vindicating the right of free 
discussion, which, for the first time in this city, has 
been seriously invaded by the various articles that ap- 
peared, from time to time, in our public press. 

The Convention was over. The lectures on India had 
been heard. So changed was public opinion, and 
such the happy impression produced, that it was 
thought not unsafe to allow Mr. Thompson the Hall 
for an anti-slavery address on Sunday evening! The 
audience was splendid, both in point of numbers and 
character; and such was the enthusiasm, that hun- 
dreds had to leave for want of room. The services 
commenced by singing ‘Old Hundred.” Reading of 
the Scriptures by Mr. T. Prayer was offered by the 
Rey. Mr. Ingersoll. Then Mr. Thompson addressed us 
upon ‘Slavery, considered in a religious light.’ The 
address was surpassingly grand and magnificent. It 
was universally acknowledged to be a master-piece of 
oratory. To us, anti-slavery friends, it seemed di- 
vinely inspired. To know the full effect, one should 
have seen his ever-varying countenance, now expres- 
sive of horror and disgust of the hideousness of slave- 
ry, now beaming with the most serene and elevated 
trust in God, now lit up by the smile of benevolence 
and hope; one should have witnessed those beauti- 
ful flashes kindled up by the inspiration of the mo- 
ment; one should have heard the deep, spirit-thril- 
ling tones of his wonderful voice. 

The anti-slavery friends here feel that nothing in 
the history of Rochester has ever occurred so impor- 
tant as the advent of George Thompson. We regard 
it as a great moral triumph. 





SALLY HOLLEY. 


[ta We believe the writer of the above letter is a 
daughter of the late lamented Myron Houier.}|—Ed. 


ANOTHER WITNESS. 
Rocuester, N. Y., March 24th, 1851. 
Farenp Garrison: 

George Thompson has probably spoken for the last 
time in this city. Corinthian Hall was filled to its 
utmost capacity, on Sunday evening, to listen to his 
farewell speech. There could not have been less than 
fifteen hundred present on that occasion. He was 
announced to speak on the religious aspects of sla- 
very, and faithfully did he perform the task. Noth- 
ing was left untouched that was necessary to show 
how deeply the church is implicated in the guilt of 
American slavery. How I wish that Drs. Cox, 
Lord, Sharp, Dewey, and the rest of the pro-slavery 
clergy, could have been present, and heard every word 
that fell from his lips! His arguments were unan- 
swerable, and his eloquence unsurpassable, for it even 
exceeded himself. 

I should not trespass on your patience with one 
word, but from the strong desire to add my testimony 
to the long list of admirers of George Thompson. 

Little did the editor of that vile print, the Adverti- 
ser, expect that the lies which he had been so diligent- 
ly circulating, would so soon come back to ‘ plague 
the inventor.” How idle for all the press combined 
to try to prevent the ‘ Englishman’ from uttering his 
convictions of duty! As well might the Hunker 

Advertiser and its Silver Grey allies interpose to 
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stop the thundering peals of Niagara, as to suppose 
they are capable of stilling the voice of him whose 
eloquence comes nearer that awful roar than any 
living man. The most signal rebuke that could have 
been administered to that editor was the crowded 
houses that have listened to Mr. Thompson’s lectures 
and speeches. He made three powerful speeches be- 
fore the Convention; has given three lectures on 
England and British India; and finally closed his la- 
bors here by giving the lecture, to the largest audi- 
ence I have ever seen in this city, on Sunday eve- 
ning. His closing remarks showed how highly he 
appreciated the citizens of Rochester for the kindness 
that he had every where received at their hands. He 
might well feel a little flattered with the audiences 
which have assembled, day and evening, for seven 
times: for they were larger than have met to hear 
the popular lectures given by the well known gentle- 
men, John P. Hale, Park Benjamin, G. P. R. James, 
R. W. Emerson, E. P. Whipple, Dr. Cox, &c. But, 
for any thing like a report of his speeches, it must de- 
pend upon himself; for I do not believe that any re- 
porter could have kept his eyes off from the orator 
while he was delivering passages which electrified 
all present. I had long ago read his speeches, which 
made old Exeter Hall shake with his eloquence, and 
regarded him as one of the brightest intellects of the 
old world; but I must admit that my estimation of 
him was not large enough. But he has gone to kin- 
dle new fires, which will burn with the same heat as 
those he has left behind. ‘Take him for all in all, 
we ne’ershall look upon his like again.’ 


Yours, 


A. C. W. 








LETTER FROM MR. THOMPSON. 
Lockport, N. Y., March 26th, 1851. 
My Dear Garnison : 

Would that I had time to do justice to my feel- 
ings and convictions while I write you in reference to 
my late meetings at Rochester! ‘The bell is ringing 
for the first session of the Convention here, and I 
must leave the solitude of my chamber for the busi- 
ness of the anti-slavery meeting; and yet I cannot 
let another post go out, without bearing to youa me- 
morial, however imperfect. 

I bade adieu to the city of Rochester on Monday 
evening, accompanied by Mr. Hallowell, one of the 
truest of the true among the abolitionists. I slept at 
Buffalo, and yesterday came here; spending, on the 
way, one hour at the Falls. No more ofthe Falls. I 
felt them. Their image is before me. Their solemn 
anthem is ringing in my ears. I can never forget 
them. 

I spoke seven times in Rochester; four of nty ad- 
dresses were on Slavery, two were on India, and one 
on British Reform. My last was on Sunday evening, 
when Corinthian Hall was crowded to its utmost ca- 
pacity by one of the most intelligent audiences I have 
ever addressed. The North Star of this week will 
contain some report of my speech, though I need not 
tell you that my notes do not, when printed, give a 
full representation of my speeches. I am much more 
indebted to the inspiration of the moment for any 
thing that moves my hearers, than to prepared notes, 
or subsequent preparation for the press. 

I have reason to speak well of Rochester. The cit- 
izens have nobly rebuked the papers which sought to 
mislead and pervert the public sentiment ; or, worse, 
to create disturbance, riot and violence, Publicly, 
they have acted towards a stranger and a foreigner 
with a courtesy and a magnanimity worthy of any 
city inthe world. I estimate the treatment I have 
received in Rochester the more highly, because it has 
been at the hands of persons who did not belong to 
the ranks of the abolitionists. I asked to be heard, 
and I was heard. In no town or city of England 
was I ever listened to with more attention. It was 
my desire to be heard by audiences composed of pol- 
iticians and religionists of varying hues and sections. 
My desire was gratified to the utmost. I sought the 
opportunity of saying freely all I felt, thought, feared» 
hoped, desired and purposed, on the question of 
American slavery. I enjoyed that opportunity to the 
extent of my time and strength. I did not expect to 
be heard approvingly—still less to be cheered by 
overwhelming plaudits—and, least of all, to be sur- 
rounded by hundreds at the close of my lectures 
anxious to grasp my hand, and to utter the fervert 
‘God bless you’ in my ear. Yet such has been the 
case, as thousands in Rochester would testify. In 
private, the hospitality of the city has been extendad 
tome without measure. Night after night, parties of 
fifty, sixty and seventy have met me, each one emu- 
lating the rest in showing me tokens of confidence 
and affection. What can I say to each and all of these 
friends, but, ‘God bless you’? O, I will believe in 
the triumph of the anti-slavery cause, while one who 
like me shuns not to declare the whole counsel of 
God, is thus cherished by the citizens of America! 

Will politicians and clergymen henceforth have no 
faith in the rrutu? Will they see its triumphs, when 
preached by a reviled and hated Englishman, and 
still remain unbelieving? God forbid! 

But I am called away, and can add no more at pres- 
ent. 

God bless you, also, my beloved brother! I have 
met with many who know you not, and therefore 
feel coldly towards you. What you would have done 
by your radiant presence, I have, with a brother's 
heart, humbly tried to do, and not in vain. Con- 
tinue to believe me, as when I gave you my pledge 
in 1833, Your steadfast friend, 


GEO. THOMPSON. 
W. L. Garrison. 





[fe In the absence of our attentive correspondent, 
Mr. G. W. Putwam, from the Lockport Convention, 
we are indebted to a friend who was present for the 
following interesting report of its proceedings. ] 
ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION AT LOCE- 

PORT. 

This Convention com d its on Wed- 
nesday, the 26th ult., at 10, A. M., in the church of 
the Rev. Mr. Dox, (Lutheran.) Lockport is also the 
scene of the ministrations of the Rev. William C. 
Wisner, another minister of the Lutheran denomina- 
tion, who has recently published an admirable review 
of the Sermon of the Rev. Dr. Lord, of Buffalo, in 
favor of the American Human Game Law,—a Ser- 
mon that has been infamized by the patronage bestow- 
ed upon it by the Henry-Long-catching-Committee 
of New York, and the Congress of the United States, 
whose members have sought to earn their eight dol- 
lars a day, by franking pro-slavery documents to all 
parts of the country. 

Mr. Thompson arrived in Lockport, from Roches- 
ter, by way of Buffalo and the Falls, on Tuesday 
afternoon, and in the evening lectured before the 
Young Men’s Association, to one of the largest au- 
diences ever convened by that body. 

The Convention, on Wednesday morning, chose 
Mr. Price, formerly of Connecticut, for President. 
Mr. 8. S. Foster was the first speaker, and delivered 
an able address on the duties of the friends of the 
cause in the present crisis.» He was followed by Mrs. 
A. K. Foster, who spoke with her usual ability, and 
moved the appointment of a Finance Committee, to 
obtain contributions in aid of the American Anti-Sla- 
very Society. This was objected to by a member, on 
account of the difference of opinion respecting the 
claims of that Society and other organizations. This 
brought upon the floor the English visitor, Mr. 
Groner Tuompsox. This gentleman having express- 
ed the great pleasure he felt in being present at the 
Convention, proceeded to review! the career of the 
American Society, from its rise in 1833, until the day 
of our meeting, He stated that, sixteen years ago, 
he had had the honor of being appointed the unpaid 
agent of the body brought into existence through the 
instrumentality of W. L. Garnison. From that pe- 
riod he had watched its course, and was prepared to 
affirm, that no Society had ever more faithfully acted 





up to its Constitution, or more religiously redeemed 
the pledges given on its behalf at its birth. Where 
he had left it in 1835, he had found it in 1850. All 
around might be seen the wrecks of other organiza- 
tions, which had been brought into existence by the 
spirit of rivalry, opposition or hostility; but there 
stood the American Society—its declaration of senti- 
ments (that noble document) the same ; its great dis- 
tinctive principles the same ; its great and glorious 
object still the same ; with the same broad, catholic, 
unsectarian, world-wide platform; and, thanks to 
their unyielding steadfastness, and the care of God, 
with many of the same glorious men and women 
upon it, with whom it had been his privilege to work 
in years gone past. Nobly had that Society redeem- 
ed the promise of its infancy, and he (Mr. Thompson) 
believed it was the organization ordained yet to be 
the main instrumentality for ridding America of sla- 
very. 

I cannot (continued Mr, Thompson) conceive of an 
abolitionist in this country, who is not, whether he 
calls himself one or not, a part of the American An- 
ti-Slavery Society; for that Society embodies in its 
Declaration and Constitution whatever goes to make 
up real abolitionism. As well might a man say, ‘I 
am a Presbyterian, or Iam a Baptist, or | am a Meth- 
odist, but I am not a Christian.’ What is a Baptist 
without Christianity? And what is a Liberty Party 
man, a Free Soiler, or a Seward Whig, or a Buffalo 
Convention Abolitionist, destitute of the sentiments, 
the principles, and the soul of an American Society 
Abolitionist? If an honest abolitionist at all; if wor- 
thy of that noble name; if doing any thing on right 
grounds to advance the overthow of slavery, he must 
of necessity be an abolitionist who has come in at the 
wicket gate of the American Society. A person might 
as well say, ‘I will be a man, but I will have but one 
arm, or one eye,’ or, ‘I will dispense with my heart, 
my lungs, or my brain,’ as to say, I will be an aboli- 
tionist, and at the same time be less than what the 
Constitution of the American Society requires him 
to be. Tell me what less you desire to be ‘n this 
cause, than what that Society would have you be, and 
I will tell you precisely what you lack to enatle you 
to come up to the standard of a genuine and perfect 
abolitionist. 

It may be well for us, on a solemn occasion like 
this, to look at the mighty, the gigantic, the sublime 
work we propose to accomplish. If we would out- 
grow our own dwarfish dimensions—our narrow and 
unworthy sectarian and party prejudices—we should 
spend our time in surveying the stupendous objects 
we are aiming to achieve. There is nothing little 
connected with this cause but ourselves. We are 
straitened—not in the cause, but in our own bowels. 
There is grandeur even in the guilt of slavery. There 
is a gloomy sublimity about this huge biood-cemented 
structure. Try to measure its circumference, and you 
will fail. Drop the line into the fathomless abyss, 
and you will draw it up again, exclaiming, ‘O, the 
depths!’ Try tosum up its groans, and tears, and 
agonies; and arithmetic, and language, and fancy will 
halt and faint in the effort. Take one human heart, 
and, if you can, count the tortured fibres of that 
piece of quivering mechanism ; then try to grasp the 
aggregate of three millions of such hearts, wrung by 
the thrice accursed system ofslavery. ‘Tell me where 
slavery is not, in its malevolent influences and direful 
results. Shall I ascend up into heaven? Heaven is 
all amazement and horror at the spectacle. Shall I 
make my bed in hell ?—There are its victims by myr- 
iads. Do I traverse the North? It is full of the evil 
effects of slavery. The thunders of Niagara are at 
this moment guiding the flying feet of the wretch 
pursued by the blood-scenting hounds of the South 
and the jackals of the North, hunting in couples for 
the prey of the demon. Let us ponder these things, 
and burst the withs that bind us. ‘To your tents, O 
Israel!’ This is no time for those who call themselves 
abolitionists to fall out by the way. The only ques- 
tion is, * Who will go up with me to Ramoth Gilead 
to battle?’ 

Slavery must be abolished, and we must aid the 
work. The slave is our brother. We cannot repu- 
diate the consanguinity. As long as he is God's 
child, so long will he be our brother. Have we not 
all one father? Hath not one God created us? He 
is black, but he is our brother still ; and we must own 
him, succor him, embrace him, love him; or, dread 
the day when these disinherited children of God shall 
meet those at judgment who cast them out of their 
Father's house, and deprived them of their birth- 
right. The slave is our brother, and we must deliver 
him; for itis God’s method to save man by man. 
Hence your missionaries, seattered over the face of 
the earth. Is it your duty to save your brother in 
Japan, in Burmah, in China, in the South Seas, and 
not to save your brother here? Or do you dream, 
that by making one Christian abroad, you will atone 
for keeping millions in heathenism at home? The 
slave is our brother, and we must deliver him, for he 
is helpless. The law, which is your guardian angel 
here, is his destroying demon there. The army, which 
is your defence, is kept to butcher him, if he should as- 
sert the dignity of man. The religion which teaches 
you to fight for freedom, tells him to crouch and 
crawl before a tyrant, and to take blows and stripes 
with gratitude for the Lord’s sake, who has made 
him what he is, and requires him to glorify Him in 
slavery. 

You tell me it is a question of property. I know 
it is—of property of God in man, and man in him- 
self. As for property of man in man, it is the boldest 
blasphemy ever uttered. Man cannot be the prop- 
ertyofman. Grant that man can be the property of 
man, and reason reels, and conscience stands aghast, 
jand faith in eternal justice ends. Hold to the doc- 
| trine that man is made for God, and has no other pro- 
| prietor,—and universal truth sustains you; and the 
| philosophy of human nature sanctions your creed ; 
and the consciences of all men approve your verdict ; 
jand equity resumes her throne; and the instincts, 
| affections, agonies, and exultations of humanity, come 
| to your side; and the attributes of God are reconciled, 
|and you are at peace with the moral government of 
| the Universe. Man cannot hold property in man !— 
| Can a finite creature be at one and the same time both 

God and man? Can I be at one and the same time 
| the servant of my Maker, and the rightful owner of 
my fellow? Can man, made in the image of God, but 
a little lower then the angels, be man and beast and 
groperty at the sametime? Can the potsherd say to 
ithe potsherd, thou art mine? Can the slave of sin— 
|the unrepentant despot—be the owner of Christ's 
|ee man? Can the child of the devil own the tem- 
ple of the Holy Ghost? Dos the Wise, the Inrt- 
sire, the Axi-Goon, coolly transfer his prerogative 
to gamblers, adulterers and whoremongers ; and va- 
cate his seat in favor of men-stealers, slave-catchers 
aad negro drivers >? Has the master a soul? So has 
the slave. Is the master immortal? So is the slave. 
Is the master responsible? So isthe slave. Has the 
master affections? So has the slave. Must the mas- 
ter be free that he may serve God? So must the 
slave. How then can a being, no better at his birth, 
no better in his elements, no higher in his destinies,— 
whose body worms will devour, whose soul must go 
te an equal judgment, own a fellow and an equal man ? 
He lies who says he can! 

What then? Up for the truth! Abjure this lie: 
erpose it: hunt it through the world and out of the 
world, to its native hell. Demand that our brother 
be no longer the victim of thislie. Proclaim the man 
who lives and practices this lie, a monster. Substi- 
tute the truth for this lie: the truth—that Maw is 
Man: that Washington was no more than a man, 
and Henry Long no less. This is abolition. This 
our fanaticism, incendiarism, infidelity, treason. In 
such a cause, welcome reproach,—it is glory. Wel- 
come persecution,—it is the attestation which false- 
hood gives to truth. Let us bind this truth to our 
hearts, and live to spread it through the world. 














From pole to pole, we'll free each soul, 
The world shall be better yet. 


After Mr. Thompson's speech, of which the above 
the substance, the Convention adjourned. 
Arrennoon Session. 


The sitting of the Convention on this occasion was sondl 


occupied by a very animated discussion of a resolution 
proposed by Mr. Foster, declaring the rectitication of 
the public sentiment of the country the all-important 
and paramount duty of the true friends of the slave, 
and not the construction and building up of political 


parties. 
Eventne Session. 

This was exclusively taken up by a lecture from Mr. 
Thompson, on the condition of the colored popula- 
tion of the United States. I can undertake to furnish 
you with nothing beyond an outline of the speech, 
which rivetted the attention of the audience for more 
than two hours. 

Mr. Trompson said :—This is a momentous and 
trying crisis. The times call for faith and courage 
such as never were required before. War, deliberate 
and open war, has been declared against the colored 
race on these shores. The object of this war, on one 
side, is to fix the chain eternally on the limbs of the 
colored man in slavery, and to persecute the free col- 
ored man into despair and self-banishment from the 
place of his birth forever. 

On the other side are the friends of eternal justice 
and the rights of humanity, who have, with equal de- 
liberation, determined that the fetter shall be broken, 
the slave be set free, and the colored man, every 
where, be raised to the dignity of a man and a citizen 
on the soil which is his heritage. 

The spectacle is sublime. The hosts are marshalled ; 
the ground is chosen; the terms are specified; the 
leaders are appointed; the posts are assigned; the 
weapons are prepared; the trumpets are sounding. 
Gop pErenp THE RIGHT! Ican sympathize with the 
despondency of the colored man, though I cannot 
share it. All unused as he is to the study and com- 
prehension of a movement like this, he looks around, 
and cannot descry upon the horizon one streak of 
light, from which he may draw the pleasing augury of 
a brighter or a better day :— 

‘Th? wide, unbounded prospect lies before him, 
But shadows, clouds and darkness rest upon it.” 

But the prospect does not dishearten me. I cannot 
even say that my faith is tried. Ihave seen this day 
afar off, and I am glad it hascome. I know that the 
darkest hour is just before dawn. I know that Jeho- 
vah reigns, and that often 

‘ Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face.’ 

1 know that man’s extremity is God’s opportunity. 
I see in all these things the indubitable evidences of 
the felt strength and virtue of the cause we have es- 
poused, and the harbingers of the future triumph 
that cause shall achieve. Were our cause a bad one, 
it would be left to die of its own corruption. Were it 
a weak one, it would be despised. But it is great and 
good, therefore it is that the armies of the aliens are 
drawn up in array against us, 

Let us, however, understand the work we have to 
do. Itis the redemption of a race of men against 
whom a conspiracy has been formed—in wealth, 
numbers, intellect, power, activity and malevolence— 
the greatest and most formidable the world has ever 
seen. A conspiracy to enslave a whole nation of hu- 
man beings, and their posterity, to the latest genera- 
tion, anc to persecute to banishment or death every 
individual who wears the hated color of the injured 
and oppressed. 

To call the colored man in this assembly to-night 
free, is an insult and a mockery. Because his race 
has been robbed and enslaved, he is also in chains— 
the chains of a bitter, cruel and unrelenting preju- 
dice. Because his race are bought and sold, he is 
scorned and spit upon. Because they are regarded 
and treated as beasts, he is held to be less than a man. 
The malediction under which his race lies rests also 
upon him; and though he flies from the South, he 
does but drag a lengthened chain; for there is not a 
city, a town, a village of the North, where he is not 
looked upon as a leper, a Pariah, and an outcast. 

( Remainder week.) 





[a Mr. Tuompson is at present on a visit to Upper 
Canada, to inquire into the condition of the fugitive 
slaves on its soil, and to invoke the sympathy and aid 
of the white inhabitants in their behalf. He is fortu- 
nately accompanied by Freperick Doveriass. On 
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings, they addressed the 
citizens of Toronto. In our next number we shall 
doubtless, be able to give some particulars of this tour. 

One page of the last number of the ‘ North Star’ is 
occupied with a report of the last speech made by Mr. 
Thompson in Rochester before ‘a tremendous con- 
course of the citizens.’ We shall be glad to publish 
it as soon as our limits will permit. 








From Burritt’s Christian Citizen. 
GEORGE THOMPSON. 


This eloquent, earnest, and high-souled Britisn 
Repvusuican has been lecturing for the last fortnight 
in New York State, and disabusing with the glory of 
his genius, and dispelling with the candor of his pres- 
ence,prejudices which many melancholy specimens of 
American newspaper editors have produced in the 
public mind, by the malicious invention of disgust- 
ing falsehoods. He has been to Syracuse, to Au- 
burn and to Rochester, where his advent had been 
heralded by snake-like hisses of presses which de- 
fame liberty and degrade literature ; and he had only 
to spenk to the thousands who came to see and hear 
him, in order to bid the big tears of sympathy, and 
words of kindly greeting, start forth from the gener- 
ous hearts to give him welcome. George Thomp- 
son has been fieice publicly insulted since his arrival 
here last winter, and both times it was by anticipa- 
tion; bothtimes he was denied a hearing. he 
mercantile boys of Boston, and the ‘ lican 
mob of Springfield, Ephesian-like, drowned the voice 
of this Paul of Christian liberty with the howls of 
‘Great is our Diana of the Union,’ before they had 
heard from his own lips an exposition of his prin- 
ciples or avowal of his opinions. But wherever he 
has been granted the right of free speech, he has 
dispelled the prejudices of his anditors, and been 
greeted asa true Americanand a faithful Man. 

In proportion as the enemies of liberty fulminate 
their vituperations against George Thompson, the 
friends of freedom in this country take courage 
from his example, at this gloomy crisis. At no time 
in the history of liberty was moral courage ever more 
necessary than it is to the free men of this land now ; 
and a bold, trusting, faithfal, fearless exemplar, to 
whom the people may look, and from whose example 
and eloquence they may take courage, is at this day 
beyond all price. George Thompson's intrepid con- 
duct, as he calmly and peacefully obeys the man- 
date of his Lord, and preaches freedom to the cap- 
tive in the name of Jesus, cannot but operate as an 
inspiration to every one who, in view of Freedom’s 
present travail in the United States, faints and 
grows sad of spirit. 

God bless thee, bold heart! God bless thee, true 
man! Speed onthy mission! Thou hast heard the 
voices of the oppressed, 

From many an icy river, 
From many a palmy plain, 
Call on thee to deliver 
Their limbs from galling chains: 
and, faithful to the call, thou hast obeyed. The 
threat of the murderer, and the uplifted hand of the 
assassin, ave semee_entnen, chee to falter in thy 
course, or to forget sac uty. Li * 
pn Soom gust Value than Tike a pillar of fire; 
and, wi ine fixed on her glorious 
thou dost ed 
the b 





her laws to the world. 


of writes his his- 
t ia os Gata eaineben emette 
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presence, 
When | tion, because 


When our legislators and judges turn moralists 
by ® become our religious teachers, en- 
forcing their moral and religious opini i 
law, by virtue of the supremacy of the 
and without any appeal to the Divine Word as the 
guide and enli of conscience, it is time to ex- 
amine narrowly both their pretensions and their 


ings. 
A charge has recently been delivered by Judge 
gue, of Boston, to the Grand Jury at the Session 
oon poms 8 regenera rict Court, which has been 
widely circu and i of the ic journals 
applauded, but which poe part and in- 


stractions that go to destroy the very foundations of 
morality and religion, and render be 
nullity or a creation of merchandise and - t, 


promulgate a judicial charge ¢ 
those a . 


I answer, obey both... . Unjust and oppressive 
n i uman governments. 
But if infinite and inscrutable wisdom permits politi- 


loop-hole of retreat, nor any possibility of mistake. 
The point mooted is the obligation to obey or disobey 
unjust and immoral Jaw ; and this religious casuist 
and Jearned Judge decides, that although unjust law 
be passed, confessedly unjust, yet, since Infinite and 
Inscrutabje Wisdom permits political society, havin 
the power of human legislation, to establish suc 
law, the same Divine Wisdom may require the indi- 
vidual who has not this power, to obey it. The whole 
decision is thrown upon the bare fact of power or 
not power. 

ow, to apply the language of Rev. Dr. Spencer 
of Brooklyn, because we are unwilling to trust our- 
selves with epithets not highly sanctioned for the 
reprobation of such immorality, ‘We never heard of 
a more abominable doctrine.’ All that has ever 
been asserted as to the propriety of resisting unjust 
law, cannot begin to compete in abominableness 
with the sinfulness of such immoral teaching as to the 
very foundation and nature of morality. The de- 
cision of this Judge would sanction all the prevalent 
and powerful evils that ever domineered over society, 
the successful crimes that, with power to uphold 
them, have ever been committed on earth. This de- 
cision and charge of this Judge would sanctify ev- 
ery unjust, tyrannical and cruel edict that ever ema- 
pated from wickedness and power united, in our 
world. The Inscrutable Wisdom of God has per- 
mitted such wickedness ; therefore, the Inscrutable 
Wisdom of God requires every he)pless individual to 
obey it! 

On these principles, every wicked law ever passed 
by tyrannical governments, from that of Pharaoh 
downwards, ought to have been obeyed, and none 
ever disobeyed or resisted. On these principles, the 
Hebrew midwives, at the command of Pharaoh, 
ought to have put every man-child of the Israelites 
to death as soon as born ; for the same Inscrutable 
Wisdom that permitted Pharaoh to establish such a 
law, for political reasons of State expediency, also 
permitted and required all individuals, without pow- 
er, remorselessly to obey it. On these principles, 
when the idolatrous kings and governments of Israe] 
and Judah set up the worship of Baal and Moloch 
by law enforced with power, and compelled the peo- 
0 hat pass their children through the fire, the sub- 
jects of those kings were bound to obey the diaboli- 
cal requisition; for the same Inscrutable Wisdom 
that permitted such laws to be established with pow- 
er, also permitted and required the individual having 
no such power, unhesitatingly.to obey them. 

On the same principles, the laws of the Spartan 
government, ras mane a public and private 
virtue, were to be obeyed ; for that government had 
the power, under Inscrutable Wisdom, to pass such 
laws and establish them. They were part of the 
public code. On the same principles, the laws of 
England, authorizing, supporting, and protecting the 
slave-trade, as a Christian and honorable traffic, were 
to be obeyed; for Inscrutable Wisdom had permit- 
ted such Jaws to be passed, with power to enforce 
them, and individuals without such power were 
therefore permitted and required to push the cruel 
and infernal business, as commanded by law, with 
alacrity and without remorse! 

If ever the god of this world was successful in 
blinding the minds of men, that they should not see 
the distinction between vice and virtue, sin and holi- 
ness, justice and injustice, it is in persuading them 
to the promulgation of such opinions. If ever he 
was successful in putting lies into the fountains of 
supposed truth and righteousness, and sending their 
streams tainted with death through the minds of a 
community, it isin the spread of such teachings from 
the highest judicial] authorities. Such an attempt to 
confound morality and immorality, justice and injus- 
tice, ina civilized State, has seldom been witnessed. 
It used to be supposed, that of law nothing less 
could be said than that her seat and authority were 
inthe bosom of God. The greatest statesman and 
most extraordinary letter writer of our country has 
reiterated this sentiment. But now it seems that her 
seat is in the bosom of Power, and that obedience 
to unjust Jaw is a sacrifice especially agreeable to 
God as recognizing an Infinite and Inscrutable Wis- 
dom in the permission of power to establish such 
law, and an inscrutable obligation of obedience on 
the part of those who have not such power. 

The words of a Judge shoul: be well weighed, es- 
pecially on so great and important an occasion, It 
may be said of Judge Sprague, that this was an un- 
guarded portion of his charge, and ought not to be 
too severely scrutinized. We could the more easi- 
ly pardon an unguarded expression, if it were on the 
side of God, humanity and justice; ‘something,’ 
as Burke once said, ‘is to be pardoned to the spirit 
of liberty.’ But this immoral casuistry is put forth 
to prepare the mind for obedience, with alacrity, to 
oppressive and unrighteous law. It is studied soph- 
istry, and its tendency is to obliterate all moral dis- 
tinctions, and to sear and darken the common con- 
science of the country. 

But it may have the effect to alarm gnd stimulate 
that conscience; it may help to produce a healthful 
reaction on the side of moral odligation as revealed, 
not in political society, but in God’s Word. And 
if the publication of such sophistry produce this re- 
sult, it will not have been in vain. In the words of 
that great letter writer, Mr. Webster, applied to an- 
other subject, ‘ if it shall arouse the attention of all 
good citizens to a sense of the dangers to be appre- 
hended from the inculcation of such doctrines, tend- 
ing to shake the authority of all law, to unsettle so- 
ciety, and to absolve men from all! civil and moral 
obligations, if it shall put them on their guard 
against the further diffusion of such pernicious sen- 
timents, it may, in the end, be productive of happy 
results.’ gh 

Throughont the charge of Judge Sprague, thou 
speaking on the athens of censcience, and dis- 
cussing the question as to whit ought to be its 
guide, there is not a single suggestion as to the ex- 
istence or authority of the Word of God. But of 
this we must speak in another article. The subject 
is too impartant, too sacred, too solemn, to be lightly 
taken up, superficially treated, or carelessly aban- 
doned. The theory of the uphoiders of slavery in 
our world, in regard to civil government, is on the 
way to perfection as a system. Its development 
shows that they regard mi, a ree; they 
consider Power as Cndaincl of God for government, 
and its decisi in the form of law as in every cose 
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The following is te Bill introduced into the i 
sachusetts Senate, 01. Friday last, by the Hon. ; 4 
Buckingham, from tle Special Joint Comm * 
Slavery :— mee ta 


AN ACT in addition to ‘an act Farther to oe 
tect personal liberty. “ad 

Sec. 1. All the Provisions of he ‘act fi 
peceest personal liberty,’ passed the Uh 

arch, 1843, shall apply to the act of ¢ 
approved September 18, 1850, entitled « Ong Tes, 
amend and supplementary to the act etitledes 7 
respecting fugitives from Justice and ses 
ping from the service of their tuashore? ne 

Sec. 2. Any officer or other member of th 
unteer militia of the Commonweath, who wks 
in his capacity as such officer or member oe at 
color thereof, at the command or requisitio on 
United States Marshal, or of any deputy .. an 
marshal of the United States, ander fo aye 
being part of the posse comitatus, in “A pane q 
detention of any person claimed as a slave, sia) s 
liable to the same penalties provided by tt fan 
which this is in addition. dee 

Sec. 3. Any corps of the volunteer militia of this 
Commonwealth, which, at such command or requ 
sition, under such pretence and for such py a 
shall aid in its organized capacity as ouk mem 
shall forthwith be disbanded; and any ollee'd 
such corps joining in such action, shall be remove! 
= otfice, upon conviction thereof by a ¢ at 
martial. SGkacd 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the District Atop. 
neys of the Commonwealth, within their respective 
districts, whenever any inhabitant of the Coup. 
wealth is arrested or claimed as a slave, on beig: 
informed thereof, diligently and faithfully to use a) 
lawful means to protect, defend, and procure to be 
discharged, any such person so arrested or claimed: 
provided, said services are not express!y declined by 
such person. 4 

Sec. 5. If any person sha!] remove from the lip. 
its of this Commonwealth, or shall assist in remoy. 
ing therefrom, or shal] come into the Commonwealth 
with the intention of removing or assisting in 1. 
moving therefrom, or shall procure or assist in pro 
curing to be so removed, any person living in the 
place thereof, who is not ‘held to service or labor’ 
and who has not ‘ escaped from service or labur’ wit)- 
in the meaning of those words in the Constitution of 
the Uuited States, on pretence that such person s 
so held and has so escaped, shall be punished by « 
fine, not exceeding $5000, and by iinprisonment in 
the State Prison not more than ten years, 

Sec. 6. Any person injured or endangered by any 
proceeding punishable by the preceding sectior, 
May maintain an action therefor in any court com 
petent to try the same. 

Sec. 7. In every case, civil or criminal arising 
under this act, the legal presumption shal! be thu 
no person dwelling within the place of this Cow 
monwealth is held to service or labor, and hos e- 
caped therefrom, within the meaning of thow 
words in the Constitution of the United States; and 
it shall be incumbent on any party that relies upon 
such holding and escape in his defence, to ests) 
lish the same by evidence. 
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NOTICE. 


4\! citizens of Massachusetts, without distinction | 
; | 


»nosed to the Fugitive Slave Law, and in 
I 


of party 
fever adopting such measures, within the limits | 
preserived by the Constitution, as may procure its | 
ountial modification or final repeal, are invited to 
assemble at BOSTON, on TUESDAY, April 8th, 
at iJo'clock, A. M., at the Tremont Temple, for the 
purpq@e of consulting together, and devising the best 
means of advancing that object. 

§. C. PHILLIPS, Salem ; 

CHARLES F, ADAMS, Quincy ; 

HORACE MANN, West Newton; 

JOHN G. PALFREY, Cambridge; 

JOHN M. WILLIAMS, Boston ; 

AMASA WALKER, N. Brookfield; 

8. G. HOWE, South Boston ; 

J. G, WHITTIER, Amesbury ; 

CHARLES SEDGWICK, Lenox ; 

SAMUEL HOAR, Concord ; 

ERASTUS HOPKINS, Northampton ; 

HENRY STEARNS, Springfield ; 

GEORGE W. BANCROFT, Groton; 

CALEB STETSON, South Scituate ; 

JOHN B, ALLEY, Lynn; 

J. A. ANDREW, Hingham; 

JOHN A. BOLLES, Winchester ; 

5. E. SEWALL, Melrose; 

ANSON BURLINGAME, Cambridge; 

R.E.APTHORP, Boston; 

1.P.BLANCHARD, « 

TIMOTHY GILBERT, “ 

WM. B.SPOONER, *« 

JOSEPH WILLARD, « 


ad = 
And a great many others, whose names we have not 
Mom to give, 





MR. WEBSTER AT ANNAPOLIS. 
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CONVENTION AT WEYMOUTH. 

On Sunday last, (March 30,) an anti-slavery Con- 
vention, of a most encouraging character, was held in 
the ancient town of Weymouth, the use of the Uni- 
versalist meeting-house being granted for the occa- 
sion. The meeting was held at 10 o'clock, A. M., and 
Exias Ricnarps of Weymouth was chosen President, 
and Samuel May, Jr., of Boston, Secretary. 

Passages from Seripture having been read, and 
prayer offered, Mr. May addressed the meeting in 
some remarks showing the heathen and atheistic po- 
sition of the United States Government and People. 

Edmund Quincy of Dedham next addressed the 
meeting in an able speech, in the course of which he 
reviewed the late speech of Daniel Webster at An- 
napolis, Maryland, particularly contrasting the soft, 
honeyed, conciliatory strains in which Mr. Webster 
speaks of the South Carolina traitors and nullifiers, 
and the bitter and sneering tone in which he turns to 
denounce the men and women of the North, who are 
seeking the repeal of the Fugitive Slave Law. 

At quarter past 12 o'clock, adjourned to 1 1-2 
o'clock, P. M. 

Arrernoon. The meeting was opened with the 
singing of a hymn by a large and practised choir. 
After which, Parker Pillsbury offered the following 
resolutions :— 


Resolved, That if ever ‘Resistance to tyrants is 
obedience to God,’ it is when tyrants usurp the au- 
thority of God, and seek to hold dominion over the 
individual conscience of the people. 

Resolved, That the Fugitive Slave Law is a bold 
and daring outrage on the laws of Nature and Na- 
ture’s God, commanding, under pains and penalties, 
what is positively wrong and sinful, and forbidding 
the practice of those virtues on which God has hung 
the salvation of the world. And since it is as uncon- 
stitutional as it is accursed, it is the right, as weil as 
the duty of the people, to tread it under their feet, and 
to hold those who execute it as the very archangels of 
tyranny and cruelty. 

Resolved, That the recent peaceful deliverance of 
the fugitive Shadrach out of the hands of his ruffian 
persecutors, is a cause for high and just congratula- 
tion among the friends of freedom on earth, at the 
same time that we believe there is joy in heaven 
among the angels of God, over any one slave that es- 
capeth. 

Resolved, That though we have a Free Soil Party, 
we have no Free Soil—no spot where the slave can 
stand, secure from the claim of his master. 

Resolved, That the Free Soil Legislature of Mas- 
sachusetts is silent on the subject of slaveholding and 
slave-hunting, at a time when, most emphatically, 
* silence is crime’; is silent while in other States laws 
have been enacted to protect citizens, and strangers, 
even, from the prowling kidnapper; is silent, when 
outrages are perpetrated beneath the very droppings 
of the political sanctuary where it is sitting, which 
should waken echoes of Lorror from the chambers of 
the dead ; is silent, until it has proved itself unwor- 
thy to succeed in the Senatorial election, and incapa- 
ble of profiting by any advantage which success might 





| seem to give it. 


Resolved, That a religion represented by Professor 
Stuart of Andover, or Dr. Taylor of New Haven, 
Dr. Sharp or Wm. M. Rogers of Boston, or Dr. Dew- 
ey of New York, or a religion that does not hold and 
treat these men as ‘heathen men and publicans,’ 
whose conversion to Christianity is to be sought with 
all the fidelity and solicitude we should feel for the 
most benighted pagan or blasphemous atheist, is a 
religion to be feared and dreaded more than all the 
unbelief of Judaism, the superstition of Catholicism, 
or the idolatries and abominations of the whole pagan 
world ; and a millennium of that religion among the 
nati would inflict upon them all the terrors of the 
sec death. 

Lewis Forp of Abington spoke of the importance 
of a full and free discussion of this whole subject, 
not only by those who had been advertised to speak, 
but by every person who loved and would defend 
liberty. » 

Mr. Pitissvry took up the first resolution. He 
said that we had more cause than ever our fathers 
had for resistance to the Government. They had rea- 
sons for their course which they regarded sufficient, 
but they had no reasons like ours. The Government 
of the country is now interposing itself directly be- 
tween us and our hopes of salvation. ‘There is now, 
for us, a total eclipse of the kingdom of heaven. The Gov- 
ernment and its Laws have come in between us and 
our Creator, and they make that a crimz which God 
demands of us as our highest duty ; and that which 
God has forbidden on the penalty of the sorest pun- 
ishment, the Government of this country req uires us 
to do, or submit to be denounced and punished as 
traitors. Moses Stuart has told us that the way to 
work out our salvation is to Help catch and send back 
a fugitive slave; and when your deputy-marshal, the 
other day, stood shaking and trembling in the court- 
room, with his knees knocking together, before the 
presence of six or eight resolute colored men, he was 
only, we are to suppose, working out his salvation 
with fear and trembling ; and shall not a man be al- 
lowed to do that? 

A finance committee was appointed, and a collection 
taken up; and the meeting adjourned to 7 o'clock. 

Eveninc. After singing a hymn, and again reading 
the reso.utions, the meeting (which was a large one) 
was first addressed by E. Quincy. He considered, at 
some length, the question whether a wicked compact 
or bargain, made by our fathers, could thereby be- 
come binding upon us. The entail of estates and of 
lands in this country is prohibited by law, but the 
entail of crime, and that the worst and meanest of 
crimes, it seems, is to be considered constitutional 
and lawful. Mr. Quincy also examined the notion 
that we are bound to comply with a sinful law of 
government because it is law. He acknowledged the 
force of the plea, that those who are voluntarily con- 
senting to a government, and its laws, and deriving of- 
fice, power, or profit from it, are bound to sustain it 
and its laws. And therefore it is that the position of 
the American Anti-Slavery Society and its friends, 
which is a position of hostility to the American Con- 
stitution and the Union based upon it, is, in our es- 
teem, the only honest and consistent position which 
an abolitionist can hold. 

NarwanteL Brancuarp of Weymouth spoke in de- 
fence of the Free Soil party, and of the course of its 
friends in the legislature. 

Mr. Putssvry replied to Mr. Blanchard; ane then 
pr led to ider the position of most of the 
Northern clergy. In a very thrilling and effective 
speech he quoted and commented upon the late wicked 
and infidel doctrines of Dr. Sharp, Dr. Dewey, and 
particularly William M. Rogers of Boston. The lat- 
ter was dissected with a fearful ability, which it were 
to be wished some of his deluded followers might have 
witnessed. At about 10, P. M., the Convention ad- 
journed. 





ELIAS RICHARDS, President. 
Sauvet May, Jr., Secretary. 


MR. PILLSBURY AT PLYMOUTH. 
Prymovr#, (Old Colony,) March 25, 1851. 
Farenp GARRISON : 

On Sunday, 1%th instant, Parker Pillsbury, that 
eloquent pleader for impartial liberty, delivered two 
lectures (afternoon and evening) in this place, at Ley- 
den hall. Throughout both lectures, the hall was 
crowded to its utmost capacity, and the best attention 
was paid to the burning words and convincing argu- 
ments of the orator, as he portrayed the evils of sla- 
very, and stated the position that all friends of the 
slave should occupy towards a government that sus- 
upon the pro-slavery character of the Church were 
truthful, eloquent and forcible in the highest degree ; 
and indeed his reasoning and argument throughouy 








both lectures was all that could have been desired. 
IT cannot conceive how any candid man, after listen- 
ing to those words of ‘truth and soberness,’ could 
Swear to support such a government, or continue his 
adherence to such a Church, as this country can boast. 
In one of his lectures, he drew a comparison between 
Kossuth and Wm. Crafts, and came to the conclusion 
(as all must) that their situations were precisely 
alike—both fugitives from oppression. In all proba- 
bility Kossuth is coming to this country—possibly to 
become a member of the government; and yet he 
cannot become so without swearing, ‘So help me 
God,’ to return Wm. Crafts back again to bondage 
the very first opportunity—a bondage more horrible, 
by far, than that from which Kossuth himself fied. 
During the present session of our State Legisla- 
ture, there have been scenes enacted in the State, in 
the contemplation of which humanity shudders and 
weeps, and not the first word has yet been heard 
from that body in condemnation of those outrages, 
although it has a large sprinkling of ‘Free Soil.’ In 
1843, when the Democrats had control of the State, 
and Marcus Morton was Governor, the Legislature 
could not dissolve without first refusing to allow the 
jails of the Commonwealth to be used by the slave- 
holder as a place of concealment for his so-called pro- 
perty, and making it unlawful for any officer of Mas- 
sachusetts to assist in the recapture of fugitive slaves. 
I believe the only true ground in relation to slavery 
and its overthrow is the one occupied by you, Mr. 
Editor, and your associates, The idea is becoming 
general, especially among the younger portion of the 
community. To all friends of the slave I would say, 
Go on in your noble work—keep agitating—and at 
last, in God’s own good time, your efforts will be 
crowned with success. W. HL. B. 





‘MY GOD! WILL THEY TURN ME OUT OF 
SCHOOL?’ 
New Marxert, Harrison Co., Ohio, } 


March 4, 1841. 
Dean Garrison: 


The above was the exclamation of a noble eolored 
boy in this town, as the trustees ordered him out of 
the school. The facts are these: In one of the school 
districts of this town, a colored boy, about twelve 
years of age, applied for admission to the school, be- 
ing exceedingly anxious te get such education as he 
might obtain in such places. He was admitted, and ap- 
plied himself to study with commendable devotion 
and success, and in every respect was one of the best 
scholars in the school. 

HENRY WISNER, living in the district, and hav- 
ing children in the school, and being, also, a justice 
of the peace, was offended that a colored child should 
enjoy the advantages of education which his children 
possessed, sent a written order to the trustees to turn 
the boy out of school. Two of the trustees, JAMES 
WELCH and WM. WHITAKER, consented to ex- 
ecute the order, and to drive the boy from the school. 
When told that he must go, he cried out with much 
animation, ‘My God! will they turn me out of 
school? will they force me into ignorance ?’ 

Noble boy! he longed to improve the talents he 
possessed, and make himself an intelligent, respecta- 
ble and useful man, and an ornament of society; but 
those who are called Christians and civilized men, 
guardians of the public peace and safety, thrust him 
out from the means of intellectual improvement. 
Then they add insult to injury by taunting him for his 
ignorance. So the noble boy is forced into ignorance 
by the loud advocates of general education and equal 
rights—by those whose boast is, that theirs is the most 
enlightened nation on the globe. It is hard to bear. 
Drive our children from school, and compel them to 
grow up in ignorance, and then taunt and despise 
them for their ignorance. 

But all this is in keeping with the religion and go- 
vernment of the country. The religion and God of 
this republic, as they are represented in the priests 
and churches, make intellectual, moral and social ele- 
vation acrime: They sanction and sustain social cus- 
toms and practices that exclude children from school, 
that drive colored people from the churches, and 
make it a social crime and disgrace to associate with 
them. There is no heart in the nation to feel for the 
slaves or the free colored people. There is no sym- 
pathy in the priests and churches for them. What 
American religionists and republicans worship, gen- 
erally, as God, has no pity for the oppressed among 
us. To them, whether living in slaveholding or non- 
slaveholding States, he is a deity of cruelty and 
wrath. The idea of God, as entertained by the min- 
isters and churches generally, exactly corresponds, 
in many leading characteristics, with the idea of a 
devil as entertained by the slaves and by the free col- 
ored people; for he sanctions their enslavement and 
oppression; he regards man-stealers, slave-breeders, 
slave-traders, and sluve-hunters, as his chosen peo- 
ple. 

God help thee, dear Garrison, in thy efforts to re- 
deem our common nature from the auction-block of 
the American Church and Republic. Events are 
crowding thick upon us, that show that the nation is 
rushing to itsdoom. The papers, of every name, in 
Ohio and the West, so far as I have seen them, have 
noticed at length the rescue of Shadrach—not one 
with approbation. All condemn the deed, directly or 
indirectly. Better proclaim a thanksgiving that the 
law and Constitution which make escape from slavery 
a crime, have been trampled in the dust. Such a law 
and Constitution should be burnt by the common 
hangman on Boston Common, and in every city and 
town in the land. 

God bless thee, and preserve thee in health and 
peace. HENRY C. WRIGHT. 








EQUAL SCHOOL PRIVILEGES. 
ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING OF THE COLORED CITIZENS 
OF BOSTON. 

Pursuant to the call of the School Rights Com- 
mittee, a large number of the colored parents and 
guardians of children, and others favorable to equal 
school privileges and the abolition of exc‘usive 
schools, assembled at the Belknap Street Church, on 
Monday evening, March 24th, 1851, to take action 
relative to sundry petitions now before the Legisla- 
ture, praying that there be no discrimination in the 
schools on account of color. 

The meeting was organized by the choice of Wil- 
liam Brown for President, Robert Johnson for Vice 
President, and William J. Watkins for Secretary. 

After some remarks respecting a hearing of the pe- 
titioners before the Legislative Committee to whom 
the petitions were referred, Benjumin F. Roberts 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
Of the Views and Proceedings of the Colered Citizens of 
Boston, on the subject of Equal School Privileges. 

From a sense of duty to the advancement of the 
cause of general improvement among us, and an hon- 
est regard for the welfare of the rising generation, we 
have determined that the only wise and proper course 
requisite to the attainment of such commendable de- 
sires, is to adopt a firm and unshaken purpose. 

The present condition of ourselves, in a commu- 
nity reputed to be high in the scale of civilization and 
intelligence, calls loudly for an expression from every 
individual among us- 

In regard to the subject of education,—one which 
we prize as of immense value,—there is no difference 
of opinion as to its merits. The most ignorant and 
degraded among us consider it a powerful agent, and 
consequently, whenever it is presented to them, even 
in a very limited proportion, they are moved with as- 
tonishment. 

Feeling an anxious solicitude in reference to the 
future well-being of our children, we duly appreci- 
ate the propriety of placing them in schools where 
the advantages for a correct system of moral and men- 
tal instruction are accessible. To us, these blessings 
are denied; not by the Constitution or laws of our 








State, but by certain agents appointed by the munici- 
pal regulations of the city of Boston. Their acts, 
though in direct opposition to the Constitution and 
the laws of Massachusetts, respecting the equal rights 
of ALL the inhabitants, determine who shall and 
who shall not enjoy their rights, as men and citizens 
ot this Commonwealth. They have refused admis- 
sion to, and have expelled our children from the com- 
mon schools of this city, solely on account of complez- 
ton. To this end, we are prevented from receiving 
that sort of instruction which will lead to an elevated 
Station. We are banished to an exclusive and separate 
school, where it is utterly impossible, on account of 
the peculiar elements of which it is composed, for 
the pupils, whose ambition should be encouraged, to 
receive that assistance which is necessary for their 
general good, 

The most insignificant and trifling assertions are 
made use of, on the part of the School Committee, to 
induce strangers to believe that there is an invincible 
repugnance against imposing upon the victims of their 
partiality. We have been told, that it is best to at- 
tend these caste, these separate institutions, from the 
fear that big boys among the whites would whip and 
frighten our little boys ; and great girls would sneer 
at and cuff our small girls; and many terrible bug- 
bears are talked of, as evidence of their humane and 
sympathetic liberality in depriving us of the advanta- 
ges received by our neighbors in the common schools 
of our city. Among others that have been trum- 
peted to the accomplishment of their desires, the un- 
warrantable and unjust saying, that our feelings have 
been aroused by the abolitionists for the sake of agi- 
tation, are demonstrations sufficiently plain to unmask 
their true position, and show the evils arising from an 
unfair and dishonorable course. 

On this subject, we are unadvised; we claim what 
we are convinced is our right. The cause of equal 
school privileges originated with us. Unaided and 
unbiased we commenced the struggle. 

A sketch of our proceedings will show what pro- 
portion of the colored citizens have sought the equal 
enjoyment of common school instruction. 

In July, 1849, after a struggle of months, at a 
meeting of the majority of our people, a petition 
was received, for the purpose of obtaining the signa- 
tures of the parents and guardians of children, asking 
of the School Committee to place them in the posses- 
sion of their rights to equal schooi privileges, and the 
abolition of exclusive schools. This petition was 
signed by Jonas W. Clark and 227 others; another 
was also presented, which received the names of thir- 
ty-eight minors, praying for ‘free access’ to the pub- 
lic schools of this city. These petitions were for- 
warded to the School Committee, sometime during 
the month of August following, who referred them 
to a special committee of their Board, which commit- 
tee submitted a majority and minority report. 

The unfairness with which the majority represented 
matters, may be easily seen from a perusal of the print- 
ed documents containing those reports. While the 
fact was staring them in the face, that out of a popu- 
lation of 1900 persons—men, women and children— 
there were on that petition the names of to hundred 
respectable and intelligent colored men—a number 
which represents the almost entire colored population 
of our city—they wittingly and knowingly made it 
appear that there were yet needed 1700 more men to 
make the prayer of the petitioners worth noticing ;— 
which number, according to their peculiar logic, 
would estimate the extravagant sum total of the col- 
ored people of Boston at 13,000 souls. In that Re- 
port, there was a direct appeal to those who are the 
enemies of the rights of the colored man, which was 
pregnant with ample justice to theircause. After re- 
viewing the state of the schools all over the Common- 
wealth, to ascertain whether our rights should be re- 
spected, they concluded their exceedingly elaborate 
Report by appending thereto two resolutions—one in 
opposition to the prayer of the petitioners, and the 
other for the future appointment of colored men as 
teachers in the colored school. 

The minority Report, which was submitted by 
Cuartes T. Russet, Esq., took the common sease 
view of the case, and, in our opinion, was sufficiently 
liberal in its provisions. ‘Thus ended the greatest in- 
noyance that the School Board ever suffered. 

There were cases of a serious character, where ce-- 
tain parents suffered under this grievance. One is, 
that of William Brown, who resides in Commerci:l 
street, which is a great distance from Belknap street, 
the location of the exclusive school. His children, to 
attend this school, will have to pass the doors of 
several schools where other children, who live near 
them, being white, have the privilege of attending. 
Mr. Brown, after much trouble, succeeded in get- 
ting his children into one of the nearest schools, in 
the Primary Department. He obtained a written cer- 
tificate of admission from Dr. Hubbard, a member of 
the committee of the new Hancock school. After 
spending a few weeks at this school, Mr. Eaton, 
chairman of the primary sub-committee, directed the 
teacher to inform Mr. Brown that his children could 
no longer attend the school. The teacher (Mr. A. 
Peterson) addresseé a note to him, dated Oct. 18, 
1849, informing him of the direction of Mr. Eaton. 
His children were therefore ejccted, and since that 
time, have not attended any school in the city. 

Another is the case of the children of Mr. St. 
Pierre, who resides at the south end, near Roxbu- 
ry. After receiving them into the Primary School, 
those who became qualified for admission to the 
Grammar Department were refused by the teacher, 
and now are obliged, if they attend school at all, to 
pass several school-houses in the journey to the ex- 
clusive school. 

The child at whose instance the action was brought 
before the Supreme Court, was a member of the Pri- 
mary School in the Otis School Building for several 
weeks, but was expelled from that school, on account 
of complexion, by the School Committee. Hence the 
suit of Roberts vs. City of Boston. A long time 
elapsed before the case was concluded ; the result of 
which was different from the expectations of us ll. 

Since the disposal of this case, petitions have been 
got up and signed by persons who reside in various 
towns and cities of the State, asking that a law be 
made guaranteeing equal school privileges to all she 
children who reside within its limits. Several of 
these petitions have been forwarded to the Legisla- 
ture, and subsequently referred to the Committee on 
Education. 

For the purpose of showing a correct position, 10 as 
to prevent a misunderstanding in relation to our 
wishes, we have petitioned separately from our white 
friends, in the city, giving our signatures, the nunber 
in each family, and the location of our residences. 

And now, in conclusion, we are determined i1 our 
cause. We have waged eternal war against exclasive 

hools, on t of their hindrance to our rights ; 
and we believe them injurious in all communities 
where men, without distinction of color, are equal 
before the laws. In Massachusetts, according to the 
Constitution and the laws, the colored man is ac- 
knowledged equal. As this is the fact, we wis, a5 
law-loving and law-abiding citizens of this Common- 
wealth, to enjoy perfectly and unqualifiedly all the 
rights and privileges we are entitled to. We wish to 
have the blessings of common schools distributed 
without partiality—revar. These are our desires; 
and for the fulfilment of the same we shall continue 
to pray, until the fact is established, that in Massa- 
chusetts, ali men live in the full enjoyment of their 
rights. 

Respectfully submitted, in behalf of the colored 
citizens of Boston, BENJ. F. ROBERTS. 





The foregoing report having been accepted, action 
was then taken whether or not counsel should be 
employed to represent our wishes and present our 
grievances before the Committee on Education. A 


discussion upon the merits of the case ensued, in 
which Messrs. J. T. Hilton, Robert Morris, Wm. C. 
Nell, B. F. Roberts, H. L. W. Thacker, Robert John- 
son, and others, participated, which resulted in the 
appointment of a committee to take charge of the 
matter and act in relation to the hearing, and employ 
counsel to represent the petitioners. The following 
are the names of the committee as they now stand, 
a number being added by those who were appointed 
by the meeting, which empowered them to do so, if 
necessary to the furtherance of the cause :— 


Hi. L. W. Thacker, * Robert Johnson, 
William Brown, William C. Nell, 
Ottoway West, Jonas W. Clark, 
Benj. F. Roberts, William Lawson, 
George Washington, J. B. Smith, 

Benjamin Weeden, J.T. Hilton, 

John Wright, Edw. B. Lawton. 


Pledges and money for the payment of counsel were 
then collected, and after the unanimous adoption of 
the Report, the meeting adjourned, subject to the call 
of the Committee. 

WILLIAM BROWN, President. 
ROBERT JOHNSON, Vice President. 
Wiis J. Warxis, Secretary. 








THE AMERICAN CHURCH. 
Sronenam, March 28, 1851. 
To Mr. Wittius C. Wurrcoms: 


Srr,—In your sermon last Sabbath, you spoke of a 
class of so-called reformers, who reject the paramount 
truths of the Bible, and are endeavoring to put down the 
Church, the Sabbath and the Clergy. One of them, 
you said, was here last Sabbath, and addressed this 
people. With all due respect, I would ask, is that 
your candid opinion with regard to Mr. Pillsbury and 
his friends? He is one who has borne the heat and 
burden of the day in an unpopular cause, and he has 
dared to speak the truth with regard to the Amer- 
ican Church. Does not that Church hold in her hand 
the key to the prison-house of bondage, and refuse to 
open it? 

It cannot be denied, even by those whose fastidious 
sensibilities are shocked at the strong language of Mr. 
P., that this so-called Christian (?) Church sustains a 
great national brothel! This is one of its sins, and I 
see no impropriety in denouncing it. And if the 
Sabbath is desecrated by these men who plead the 
cause of the oppressed, and denounce wickedness in 
high places, I suppose it is sacredly kept by those who 
have not the manliness or courage to proclaim the 
whole truth. They will not say to Mr. Pillsbury or 
his coadjutors, (on the same platform, in open debate,) 
‘ You reject the paramount truths of the Bible;' but 
in their stronghold, the pulpit, (before an audience 
very few of whom ever heard these so-called reformers, 
except by report and from the lips of prejudice,) it is 
very safe tosay what they know will be well re- 
ceived. 

The passage of the Fugitive Slave Bill has opened 
many lips which were sealed with regard to the 
wrongs of the slave; and if these did not speak, the 
stones even might cry out. Is it fitting that such 
men should call those who have borne ignominy and 
reproach in this cause for a series of years, and who, 
by their unwearied labors, have aroused the public 
sentiment of this nation so that it can never sleep in 
peace, until Church and State are purified of this 
evil—is it fitting, I would ask, for those who have put 
on the anti-slavery garb at the eleventh hour, to raise 
the cry of infidel? 

One question more, and I have done. When you 
read the names appended to the call for the relief of 
the fugitive slave, why did you not tell your audience 
that these men belonged to the class of so-called re- 
formers of whom*you had been speaking? and when 
you mentioned the benevolent associations to which 
they might contribute, and recommended the Ameri- 
can Board, was it not your duty, as a professed friend 
of the slave, to tell them that Board was sustained by 
slaveholders ? A. ATWOOD. 

BEWARE OF IMPOSTORS. 

The fugitive girl, alluded to in the following letter, 
has not yet reported herself at the Anti-Slavery Of- 
fice; but from the description of her, and the State 
from which she pretends to have fled, we have no 
doubt she is the same person, who, for the last three 
years, has been imposing on the benevolence of the 
friends of the slave, in various parts of the country, 
though repeatedly exposed in the anti-slavery papers. 
She appears to be incorrigible. 


West Kuna ty, Ct., March 30, 1851. 
Dear Sir: 

A female, representing herself to be a slave, escap- 
ing from Maryland, giving her name Ellen, and aged 
19 years, stayed at my house last Friday night, and 
took the 8 o’clock morning train, Saturday, for Bos- 
ton. The friends of the slave in this village (Daniel- 
sonville) raised money sufficient to carry her to Bos- 
ton, and some more. I advised her to leave the cars 
at Brighton, and walk into Boston, and go to the Anti. 
Slavery Office, 21 Cornhill. She designed calling on 
you. We have been sorry since she left that we did not 
invite her to remain with us, as we feel that no slave 
could be taken here, and rather want the issue tested. 
She was a fine looking and intelligent girl, neat and 
agreeable. Feeling very anxious for her safe passage 
through this ‘ piratical Egypt,’ I take the liberty of 
writing to request you to communicate to me infor- 
mation of her arrival in Boston, if such is the fact. 

Very truly yours, r 

te Another audacious impostor, named William 
Jones, of South Boston, has long been swindling char- 
itable people out of their money, on various false pre- 
tences. A few days since, he was at Plymouth, and 
succeeded in raising more than $20—calling himself 
Henry Jones. He acknowledged, some time ago, that 
he had collected upwards of $400 in this manner! 
He is utterly unprincipled and without shame. Last 
year he was repeatedly advertised as an impostor in 
the Liberator and Standard; but he still persists in 
his fraudulent course. He is somewhat tall, of a 
brown complexion, fluent in speech and bold in man- 
ner, slightly lisps, &c. Beware of him! 














GLORIOUS VOICE FROM NEW BEDFORD ! 
New Beprorp, March 31. 

The meeting called by the Mayor, to consider the 
Fugitive Slave Law, convened in the City Hall at 2 
o'clock, to-day, and was largely attended, JOHN F. 
EMERSON, - presiding. Attorney General Clif- 
ford led off in ition to the object of the meeting, 
and finally moved that it be adjourned sine die. This 
was valiantly opposed by ney French, and upon 
the question being taken, the Attorney General's mo- 
tion was voted down by an Shorwhthendes g majority. 
A committee of nine was then ee to res- 
olutions expressive of the sense of the meeting, which 
reported through their chairman, Mr. French, the 
following preamble and resolution :— 


Whereas, the so-called Fugitive Slave Law, enacted 
by the thirty-first Congress of the United States, puts 
in jeopardy the liberties of the free citizens of this 
Commonwealth ; and whereas, we hol? that no per- 
sons should be deprived of liberty without due pro- 
cess of law, which right guarantees a trial by jury ; 


ore, 
Resolved, That our Representatives in the Legis- 
lature of this State are hereby instructed to give their 
support to and vote for the bill and resolutions now 
before that body, as reported by Mr. Buckingham, 


from the Special Committee on Slavery. 


W. Page, Esq., 
scree isa weslthy Whig Law 
aforesaid Mr. P. w a y - 
mos j — of the Mercury, Capt. 
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the 28th instant. 











INDUSTRIAL PAIR. 


The Cororep Institute of the State of Pennsylva- 
nia, for the promotion of the Industrial Mechanic A 
aud Sciences, intend holding an Exhibition of the pro- 
a skill in the various branches of industry of the 

Mechanics of this and States, 
MONDAY in April, 1851. — er 


The Exhibition is intended to encou and promote 
the different industrial oh : 
epuras eisne al mechanic arts and sciences 


Union, and it is therefore earnestly hoped that all those 


bit their productions are re- 


, the undersigned, 
the Philadelphia Institute, LOMBARD Ament ote 


Seventh, at least four d pening 
a Exhibition. tale es See ee ia 
¢ Committee will receive and arra all artic] 
sent for Exhibition, and also ota - 
penatinal mc ay award m for the most 


L. R. SEYMOUR, Secretary. 


MEETING AND LEVEE OF THE FEMALE 
BENEVOLENT FIRM. 
The first public meeting of this association will tak 
place at the Belknap Street Church, on Thureday 
Sete day] evening, April 10th; when an address will 
delivered by Rev. Amos G. Beman of New Haven. 
pe “x * other a exercises will be intro- 
> rvices to commence at 7 0’ precise 
Admittance 6 1-4 cents. ee ne: iy. 
n the next evening, Friday, 11th, a Levee will be 
held in Masonic Hall, Haverhill stre re 
et gee ; Thill street, at 7 o'clock. 
On both of these oce » the pr f 
friends of moral improvement is cordially solicited. ; 
RACHEL THOMPSON, President 
Susan Garnison, Secretary. , j 














ANTI-SLAVERY FAIR IN PLYMOUTH. 

The Anti-Slavery Women of P! 
to hold a Fair at Leyden Hall, in that place, com- 
mencing on Wednesday, April 16, and continuing 
through that and the two succeeding days. Durin 
the 5 of the Fair, addresses may at 
from Wm. L. Garrison and other distinguished speak- 
ers. 
Admission 12 1-2 cents. Season tickets, 25 cents. 
At the close of the Fair on Friday evening, there 
will be a Levee, at which Wm. L. Garrison and Wen- 
dell Phillips have engaged to be present and deliver 
addresses, 

Tickets for the Levee, 25 cents. 


ymouth propose 





ONE HUNDRED CONVENTIONS. 


CONCORD, (Middlesex Co.) 
Thursday, April 3, 
This Convention will be held in connexion with 
the annual meeting of the Middlesex Co. A. 8, Soci- 


ety. 
ABINGTON, (Plymouth Co.) 
Sunday, April 6. 

" This Convention will be held in the Town 
Hall, “= ere of meeting. Parker Pinis- 
BukY, Samugt May, Jr., and other speak 
expected to attend. a 

BRIDGEWATER (Plymouth Co.) 
Wednesday and Thursday, April 9 and 10. 

(This Convention will be held in connection 
with the quarterly meeting of the Old Colony A. 3. 
Society. See notice. 

MANCHESTER, (Essex Co.) 
Saturday evening and Sunday, April 12 and 13. 
Names of speakers next week. 
WORCESTER, (Worcester Co.) 
Saturday evening and Sunday, April 26 and 27. 
ta This Convention will be held in the City Hall, 


in connection with the Worcester Co. (South) Anti- 
Slavery Socicty. 





FAST DAY. 
OLD COLONY A. S. SOCIETY. 

A quarterly meeting of this Society will he held 
in South Bridgewater, on Fast Day, April 10, 1851, 
and the day preceding, commencing at 1 o’clock, P. 
M., on Wednesday. 

Wa. Lioyp Garnison, Wenpett Purutrres, Par- 
kz Priispury, and other speakers have engaged to 
be present. 

Abolitionists of the Old Colony! let the meeting 
be well attended, and the spirit manifested on the oe- 
casion be worthy of the day and the cause which we 
seek to promote. 

BOURNE SPOONER, President. 

H. H. Bricuam, Sec'ry. 





ESSEX COUNTY. 

A quarterly meeting of the Essex County Anti-Sla- 
very Society will be held in Haverhill, on Saturday 
and Sunday, April 19 and 20, commencing at 7 
o'clock, A. M., at the Town Hall. 

Wm. L. Garrison will attend the meeting. 

A full attendance of all the members and friends 
is earnestly requested. 

In behalf of the Executive Committee, 
E. J. KENNY. 





WORCESTER CO. (SOUTH) ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting of this Society, for the choice 
of officers and other business, (onerennl petpoan® 
from the regular time,) will be held in Worcester, 
in the City Hall, commencing at 7 o’clock on Satur- 
day evening, April 26, and continuing on Sunday, 
day and evening. 

The names of the speakers will be given next week. 

The members and friends of the Society are re- 
quested to give a punctual attendance. 

EFFINGHAM L. CAPRON, President. 

Joun H. Crane, Secretary. 


CHARLES C. BURLEIGH, 


An Agent of the Mass. Anti-Slavery Society, will 
lecture as follows :— 
New London, (Ct.) April 6. 





Sunday, 





FREE DISCUSSION. 


The People’s Sunday Meeting, at Cochituate Hall, 
will discuss next Sunday afternoon the evidences of 
Revelation. Both sides of the question will have 
a fair hearing. The meeting is free, and the public 
are invited to attend. 


JOHN OLIVER, 
CARPENTER, 


No. 33, Fruevp Sraeet, (UP STarRs,) 
BOSTON. 


te" J. O. solicits Jobs in carpenters’ work, such as 
repairing ee stores, &c., and putting up 
and altering all kinds of fixtures, &c., and will, by 
prompt attention to all orders, endeavor to give entire 
satisfaction to his patrons, arch 14 


No. 30 Dock Square. 


J. CG. BRUCE, 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALER IN 


Hats, Caps, Trunks, Valises, 


Carpet Bags, Umbrellas, Furs, 
Buffalo Robes, 


DOCcE UARE, BOSTON, 
tee Johnson ats Clothing Store. 
tz REMEMBER THE NUMBER. 
November 29 
CLOTHING! 
NEW STORE, 
No. 107, : + ¢ Cammnmpos Srazer. 
LEWIS HAYDEN 
Hs opened the above Store, and keeps a good ss- 
sortment of 
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of superior quality. Formerly a slave in Eontuky, 
he trusts that all will a hand ; as 
will be his constant endeavor to sale a 
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Raper ere 
For the Liberator. 


A LAMENT. 


HATHAWAY. 





[BY HARRIET %- 
Mournful and low, I wakemy humble lyre, 
No themes of joy its trembling chords inspire ; 
It breathes a sad and a heart-sick’ning wail 
For thee, my country: thee, my native vale. 
Deeper and deadlier grows the with'ring brand 
Cast on my own, my loved, my native land: 
Alas! Columbia! that the blush of shame 
Mantles my cheek at mention of thy name. 


Soft are thy vales, and sunny are thy leas, 
Broad are thy lakes, and boundless are thy seas, 
Beneath whose ever glancing, gleaming waves, 
Lie sparkling gems, hid in bright coral caves. 


Thy snow-capped mountains, upward towering, raise 
Their hoary heads, until they kiss the skies ; 

Majestic forests wave their boughs of green, 

With fertile plains, and prairies wide between. 


And warbling birds, of bright and varied hue, 

Flit through our groves, or skim heaven's ether blue, 
And flowers are springing; in each glen and glade, 
Whose pencilled beauty, say their light and shade, 


So softly blent, borrowed their changing dye 

From God’s own hand, they heavenward lift their eye, 
Drink from the mornin, dew, and sweets inhale 
From each pure ray of light, each gentle gale. 


Thou land of poesy! thou land of song! 

Fain would my lyre the notes of praise prolong; 
But on mine ear, borne on each passing breeze, 
Comes a low wail, that doth my spirit freeze. 


List! "Tis a suppliant brother's mournful cry, 
‘Lend us your aid, for, lo! we pine and die!’ 


Alas—alas ! 
And help to hunt the broken-hearted down. 


ye coldly on them frown, 


Haste thou,"O Father, haste the happy day, 
When freedom o'er our land shall hold its sway ! 
Then shall our checks no longer blush with shame, 
But proud we'll hail Columbia’s cherished name. 
Fairhaven, 3d mo. 23d, 1851. 
A Ss 
For the Liberator. 
LINES TO A SILVER GREY. 
BY GEORGE W. BUNGAY. 
When Lovejoy’s blood for vengeance cried, 
When Torrey in a prison died, 
When Hoar fled frcm the South, 
When Walker, with his branded hand, 
Thrilled with his tale the whole North-land, 
Who gagged the Nation’s mouth ? 
Now, when a negro strives to gain 
His liberty, and breaks his chain, 
Then Fillmore runs a race. 
O’er hill and. vale the negro steals, 
* Cesar, with the Senate at his heels,’ 
While Gray-nounps join the chase. 


Proclaim thy message to the sea, 

To waves that fear thee much as we, 
Who claim to be free-born— 

Then, like the Persian, strive to chain 

The free waves of the mocking main— 
An ocean-full of scorn. 


The lightning, with its wings of fire, 

Sped with thy threatenings o’er the wire, 
And the electric shock 

Stirred up the blood of gallant men, 

From far-West to the land of Penn, 
And shore-washed Plymouth Rock. 


The trapper on the praire free, 
The sailor on the bounding sea, 
The teamster whistling by, 
The miner in the golden land, 
The fisher on the silver strand, 
Thy dogs of war defy. 
From forge, and plough, and wheel, and loom, 
Comes up a curse that seals thy doom, 
And numbers all thy days. 
Thy friends, like Judas, will betray, 
‘For Judas was a silver grey,’ 
And they are silver greys. 
ae Lee S 
THE HEART OF THE PEOPLE. 
BY AUGUSTUS DUGANNE. 
God bless the Heart of the People! It meaneth 
Eternally well—and hateth all wrong— 
And ever to goodness and nobleness leaneth, 
And murmureth not, though so long 
It hath suffered from shackle and thong, 


"Tis the Heart of the people first throbbeth indignant, 
When despots would rivet our fetters accurst, 
And fronts with bold bosom the tyrant malignant, 
And swells, till, with glorious burst, 
Out gushes the flame it hath nursed, 


*Tis the Heart of the People, with mighty ovation, 
Flings chaplets of fame in the patriot’s path, 

Or grapples with Fraud on his mountainous station, 
And showeth what terrors it hath, 
When Wrong shall awaken its wrath! 


'Tis the Heart of the People, that lovingly weepeth, 
When famishing nations cry wildly for bread— 
And forth from that Heart how its sympathy leapeth, 
Till banquets for hunger are epread, 
And the living arise from the dead ! 


Then God bless the Heart of the People, and arm it 
With boldness, and goodness, and vigor, and light, 
Till Force shall not frighten—till Fraud shall not 
charm it, 
And, crushed by the sinews of Right, 
Shall crumble the pillars of Might! 


innieieianteidahaiaes 
DARE AND DO. 

Dare to think, though bigots frown, 

Dare in words your thoughts express, 

Dare to rise when you fall down, 

Dare the wronged and scorned to bless. 


Dare from custom to depart, 

Dare the priceless pearl possess, 
Dare to wear it next your heart, 
Dare, when sinners curse, to bless. 


Dare forsake what you deem wrong, 
Dare to walk in wisdom's way, 
Dare to give where gifts belong, 
Dare God's precepts to obey. 


Do what conscience says is right, 
Do what reason says is best, 
Do with willing mind and might, 
Do your duty, and be blest. 
<a kane @ 
From Fraser's Magazine. 
SONNET. 

You should not speak to think, nor think to speak ; 
But words and thoughts should of themselves outwell 
From inner fulness; cheek and heart shou!d swell 

To give them birth. Better be dumb a week 

Than idly prattle; better in leisure sleck 
Lie fallow-minded, than a brain compel 
To wasting plenty that hath yielded well, 

- Or strive to crop a soil too thin and bleak. 
One true thought, from the deepest heart upspringing, 

May from within a whole life fertilize ; 

One true word, like the lightning sudden gleaming, 
* May rend the might of a whole world of lies. 
Much speech, much thought,may often be but seeming, 
But in one Truth might boundless ever lies. 
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HMAiscellancous. 


ANTI-COLONIZATION MEETING. 
At a meeting of the colored citizens of Boston, 





Rev. Mr. Sanford in the chair, R. Stmpson, Secreta-) |, - 


ry, holden at the May street Church, March 14th, 
for the purpose of considering the Colonization 
Scheme, Mr. Thomas Paul Smith, from the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions, reported the following, which 
were accepted :— 

Resolved, That considering this country suffi- 
ciently large for our accommodation, its soil suffi- 
ciently productive for our sustenance, its climate 
perfectly agreeable to our constitutions, its citizens 
our brethren and fellow-couutrymen, and, in short, 
having no particular fault to find with our country, 
save in respect to some of its customs, institutions 
and laws, which it is our duty and determination to 
rectify with speed ; therefore we have decided to re- 
main here, and under all circumstances, to cling to 
the land sanctified by the blood of our fathers; and 
in. this land, upon this soil, beneath the flag of stars 
and stripes, to contend, in solemn, constant, neyer- 
ceasing battle for the freedom from all manner of 
oppression of three millions of our brethren in 
Southern slavery; that until they are free, we will 
not think of leaving, and when they are free, we 
will stay to enjoy with them the land their Jubor 
and blood have enriched, and with them to sing 
loud the song of jubilee for the victory which Gop 
has achieved. 

Resolved, That as we understand that a long 
train of oppressors and dough-faces, with Henry 
Clay at their head—our inveterate enemies in fact, 
but by pretence our well-wishers—have organized 
and are organizing themselves, with hearts filled 
with hatred, prejudice, !ust and robbery, with false 
banners floating over their ranks, with big lies is- 
suing from their mouths, and true sons of Satan 
commanding their forces, for the purpose of se- 
ducing us to leave the land of our birth; to leave 
our brethren to suffer in eternal bondage ; to leave 
the philanthropist to battle single-handed and alone, 
while we are fleeing, at their request and for their 
amusement, to the land of the crocodile, the burn- 
ing sun, the fever, and of death, divine Liberia; 
therefore we hereby inform them, one and all, at 
once and forever, that despite soft words and oily 
logic, we see the base motive, we scorn the deceit 
and defy the power. That we further inform the 
National Colonization Society, its branches, aiders 
and abettors, that when the free colored people want 
their services or advice, we will send them word 
by telegraph ; previous to which time, any interfer- 
ence by them, as societies or individuals, in our af- 
fairs, will be regarded by us as undesirable, uncalled 
for, and extremely officious, and will receive our 
stern rebuke. 

These resolutions were supported by Messrs. T. 
P. Smith, Lewis Hayden, J. Johnson, and several oth- 
ers. The meeting adjourned at a late hour, to mect 
at the Bethel Church on the next Friday evening, at 
which time, a crowded house testified to the interest 
felt by the people in this matter. Speeches were 
made by R. Morris, Esq., T. P. Smith, Wm. J. Wat- 
kins, and others. All were loudly applauded, and 
the resolutions were passed, with much enthusiasm ; 
after which, it was voted to publish the same in all 
friendly papers. 

Adjourned, J. JOHNSON, President. 

Revusen Stvpson, Secretary. 

ened ee re es Mer See 
From the New York Evening Post. 
THE MEETINGS OF THE COLORED 
PEOPLE. 
In the morning, yesterday, the colored clergy- 


men held a meeting at the Bethel Church, in Sec- 
ond street, at which the Fugitive Slave Law formed 


There are some 2500 colored families in New 
York and its vicinity ; say that each family pays only 
ten dollars a year too much for house rent, and that 
these families could, by organization, retrench, and 
accumulate that sum per year, and we would save, 
in this one item, $25,000 per year! 

In respect to the use of fuel, it was also shown, 

t 


It is next in importance. Our 2000 families con- 
sume at least two and a half tons of coal each per 
year, —s 4500 tons. At least two-thirds of 
these 2000 families buy their coal by the bushel or 
peck, thereby paying two dollars per ton more than 
the market price, which is a sacrifice of $6000 
year. ‘Then, if these 2000 families combined to buy 
their own coal at the wharf, they could save, by pur- 
chasing cargoes, one dollar on each ton, at least, 
which is $10,000. Allowing the hire of a coal yard 
at $800 per year, and the pay of two good clerks at 
$800 each, there would be a clear gain of #8100 
in the single matter of coal, if we would thoroughly 
organize in this manner. 

y similar calculations, it can be shown that we 
could easily save $20,000 on groceries and food, and 
$10,000 on wearing apparel ; besides setting up in 
successful and commanding business, such men as 
are capable, intelligent and trustworthy. 


In order to accomplish these, the report proposed 
the establishment of a mutual bank, in which all the 
depositors should be, at the same time, stockholders, 
and which should have power to buy and sell real 
estate, to discount paper, to lend money on bend and 
mortgage, and to dea] in merchandise. 

The Doctor, after concluding the reading of the 
report, said that there were $40,000 or $50,000 be- 
longing to colored people invested in Savings Banks 
in Wail street, and he then presented the following 
resolution :— 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appoint- 

ed, with power to present the form of a Mutual 
Sayings Institution, embracing the matters of house 
rent, fuel, and other domestic wants ; and that one of 
the conditions of membership of said institution shall 
be a pledge to abstain from policy gambling. 
A discussion of the subject at great length took 
place, in the course of which, fearful revelations 
were made of the extent of policy gambling among 
the blacks, and the resolution was adopted. 





COLORED PEOPLE'S MEETING. 


The third meeting of the colored people of this 
city was held Jast night at the Shiloh Presbyterian 
Charch, on the corner of Prince and Marion streets, 
Mr. Wilson, President, in the chair. 

The report on the social condition of the colored 
people, of which we gave a synopsis in yesterday’s 
paper, was adopted. The following preamble and 
resolutions were referred to a special committee : 


Whereas all history teaches us that every people 
should be prepared to defend themselves by a knowl- 
edge of the use of defensive weapons ; therefore 

Resolved, That this Convention impress on the 
mirds of the young men of this city, and the city of 
Brooklyn and Williamsburg, to organize military 
companies. 

Resolved, That this Convention impress upon the 
minds of parents the necessity and advantage of be- 
ing favorable to their children learning trades; and 
that parents do not discharge their duty to their chil- 
dren, who are not willing to make some sacrifices in 
order to have their children to learn the various 
branches of trade. 


Resolutions were presented, urging upon the col- 
ored people the necessity of acquiring a competen- 
cy to vote, instead of being at enmity with the law 
that requires a property qualification. 

In addition to these, Mr. Still presented a set of 
resolutions in favor of a safe place of deposit, and a 
borrowing and loaning company ; the establishment 
of a newspaper in the interest of the colored people ; 
the conferring of the franchise upon all colored men ; 
the encouragement of manufactures among them- 
selves, for their own consumption; and the estab- 
lishment of a protective union among the colored 
race, in order to protect and encourage mechanics 
and artizans of color. These resolutions were re- 
ferred to appropriate committees. 

A Jong and elaborate report, on the proposed emi- 
gration of the colored people of this country to Af- 
rica, was nextread by Mr. G. T. Downing. Strong 
objections were urged against this movement, among 
the most prominent of which were the following : 


‘ That this is our native land ; that here we live, 
and have lived; that here we hope, and have 
hoped ; and that no amount of persecution has driv- 





the topic of discussion. At the appointed hour in 
the evening, the Convention of laymen came togeth- 
er, and after organizing, Dr. J. McCune Smith read 
a report from the Committee on the Social Condition 
of the Colored Race. It was an elaborate and well 
written document, containing a great many curious 
facts, and some wise suggestions. The first ques- 
tion discussed was, whether the colored people 
ahould endeavor to organize themselves in the city, 
or devise a plan of settling in the country ; and the 
report treated the matter in this wise :— 


en or will drive us to any inhospitable region—to any 
|region whatsoever, save that to which death shall 
convey us. 

Further, we do not trace ourancestors to Africa 
alone. We trace it to Englishmen, Irishmen, Scotch- 
men; to Frenchmen ; to the German; to the Asiatic, 
as well as to Africa. ‘The best blood of Virginia 
courses through our veins” We sympathise deeply 
with poor bemghted Africa. We wish her disen- 
thralment from the deep superstition and idolatry into 
which she issunk. We would see her regenerated 
—civilized. ‘We do not love Cesar less, but Rome 
more.” We have been persecuted. Despite of it— 





The advantages about city life with us are, that a 
larger number of us can be within short distances 
of each other, and thereby may easily organize 
without such disadvantage as would grow from the 
same number being banded in a single county. 

We get a large amount of friction without being 
so condensed as to be reached by a law for remov- 
ing us from any rural Jocality—such laws as expa- 
triated Indians and Mormons, We can be, if we 
will, much better provided for in the matter of edu- 
cation in the city than we could be in the country. 

The disadvantages of our city life, I mean those 
peculiar to us,—for all city life is, after all, a kind of 
hot-house forcing of human beings,—are the follow- 
ing: Our lives are much shortened. Look at the 
preponderance of widows and children among us. 
They so far exceed the calamities of mere sickness, 
that our benevolent societies have been obliged to 
cut off the widows and orphans, in order to heip the 
sick, 

2d. Next, the seductions of the city—policy gam- 
bling, porter houses,with their billiards and cards,cre- 
ate a gang of lazaroni of both sexes, women hastening 
through the streets with their bonnets untied; men, 
shirtless and shoeless, hanging round the corners, 
or standing, walking, gutter-tambling—signs which 
our foes call the type of our condition. 

3d. City iife shuts us from general mechanical 
employment; white journeymen in the cities refuse | 
to work with us, and colored bosses have either too 
little capital or too little enterprise to bring up and 
employ apprentices and journeymen. 

th. From the necessity of seeking employment 
in the city, as servants, porters, &c., our manhood is, 
in a measure, demeaned, lowered, kept down; and 
I doubt much whether manhood flourishes very much 
among citizens of any class. 

Sth, The enormous combination of capital, which 
is slowly invading every calling in the city, from 
washing and ironing to palace steamers, must tend 
to grind the face of the poor in the cities,and render 
them more and more the slaves of lower wages and 
higher rents. 

No sane man can doubt, from this or any compari- 
son of the kind, that country life is the better choice 
for our people ; not consolidated, isolated country 
life, but a well mixed country and village life. The 
matter of education, the great disadvantage of coun- 
try life, might be remedied by concert of action. 


As to the practicability of removing to the country, 
it was.argued, that savings might be effected, by the 
two thousand colored families in the city, in a rigid 
economy of fiouse rent and fuel, enough to establish 
a bank, which would soon colonize the entire class. 
This topic was first illustrated in the matter of house 
rent thus :— ° 

In the rear of No. 17 Laurens street is a back lot, 
which cost $2500; on it are erected two buildings, 
which cost $6000. Total, $6500, Interest on which, 
at seven per ceot., is 3595; and add for taxes, in- 
surance and wear, $100, making full cost $695 per 
year. These two buildings are occupied by twenty 
colored families, who pay an average of seven dollars 
each per month; thatés, $1680 per year. Here is a 
clear profit to the landlord of #985 per year, above 
interest and expenses, 

Here, then, in the single item of rent, twenty fam- 
ilies are paying enough to fit out two families a year 
most amply and abundantly for the country. 

Again: If those buildmgs were owned by a col- 
ored Savings Institution, whose surplus fands should 
be devoted to sétting up colored young men on 
farms, such institution, after paying d Ts Six 
per cent., would haye a splendid surplus for starting 
farmers or men in other busioess. If we take a lar- 
ger view of this matter of house rent, the results 
areamazing. According to the above estimate, each 
one of the twenty families in the rear of 17 Laurens 
Street, is paying thirty-five dollars per year too much 
for house reat. 


1 


despite of all that has been visited upon us by our 
fellow countrymen—we ‘ love our country still.’ We 
would defend her honor while we mourn her shame. 
A fair destiny awaits her—a destiny shadowed inthe 
| landing of the Pilgrim Fathers—our glorious Decla- 
ration of Independence—in the present times.— 
| What else is it but that it should be reserved unto 
| her to establish complete the idea of universal broth- 
erhood—including even the despised and abused, the 
rejected, the castdown. How the fact will be yield- 
ed to that effect—the fact that the first martyr, Wm. 
Attucks, the first man that fell in the revolutionary 
struggle, fighting in vindication of the fact of the 
equality of nan, and in defence of the rights of man, 
in favor of the idea of brotherhood, was a black 
man ;—gloried be his name. What else could have 
created the passiveness which has been remarkable 
inthe persecuted and outraged colored man ? What 
else could have disconcerted the many movements of 
the slaves to be free or die gloriously ? It is the fin- 
ger of God. He purposes a glorious destiny—our 
union will be preserved. He hath saffered this per- 
secution to be, The persecuted and the persecutor 
will join hands. The world—future generations— 
will have evidence of the truthfulness of the idea of 
universal brotherhood. Previous to the declaration 
of this grand idea by the fathers of °76, all England 
had faith in the idea of the inequality of man, and it 
is left unto our country to give form and expression 
to its opposite. Look upon the many reforms which 
engage general attention, and behold how all of them 
go to make upasentiment which must annihilate 
slavery, and cast it from our otherwise fair country. 
Its happy influence will operate on the world in gen- 
eral. ‘This consideration causes us to be more deep- 
ly fixed and inflexible, if possible, in our determina- 
tion to abide here—our home. Countrymen ! Amer- 
icaas! why will ye strive to alienate us from our 
home ? why will ye continue to oppress us? God 
wills us to be with ye—we will as he wills.’ 


Resolutions were adopted, recommending the col- 
ored people generally to forsake the cities and their 
employments of dependency therein, and emigrate to 
those parts of the country where land is cheap, and 
becone the cultivators of the soil, as the surest road 
to respectability, independence and influence. 

<= 


From the Pittsburg Commsveia! Journal. 
PUGITIVE SLAVE CASE. 


The first case in Pittsburg under the famous Fu- 
gitive Slave Law of the last Congress, came up for 
trial before Judge Irwin yesterday morning. 

The prisoner gave his name as Woodson. He 
was arrested in Beaver cay before yesterday, on a 
warrant issued by the United States Commissioner 
Sweitzer, and is claimed as a fugitive from the ser- 
vice of Miss Rhoda B. Byers, of Louisville, Ken- 
tucky. 

He was detained in the Marshal’s room until the 
arrival of Jadge Irwin, when he was brought into 
courtin irons. He had been arrested by Benjamin 
S. Rast, agent for the claimant. 

Antong the papers found on Woodson was a cer- 
tificate of membership in the Methodist Episcopal 
Churth, dated in 1847. 

Sra 9 E. Brady, Esq., appeared as counsel for the 
plain 

Messrs, Wills, Reed and Burns for the defendant. 

Mr, Brady said he did not feel that he had any 
Bpolonice to make for his appearance in this case. 

€ believed that the Southern men had a right to 
protection in recovering their property. It was not 
his first appearance in behalf of claimants for fugi- 
tive slaves. He believed that Southern men were 
entitled to claim them under the act of Congress; 
and he made these preliminary remarks merely in 
= of the excitement and feeling in regard to the 

















Power of Attorney was read, and objected to by 
Mr. Wills 98 insufficient, under the act of Congress. 
The document authorises Benjamin S. Rast to sell 
Woodson, after his re-capture. Mr. Wills said that 
the power of Attorney was not certified ; 
that is, by an officer of Court, or other legal func- 
tionary. It was certified by the Mayor ef Louis- 
ville, but tes -, oaheres, Ke required by law of 
Con the said power ttorney. : 

e Court overreded the objections of Mr. Wills, 
saying that there was no necessity of argument on 
the points, 

Mr. Wills—May it please your— 

Judge Irwin—Sir, the case is decided. -1 do not 
wish to hear any more on the subject. 4 

William Reed—sworn—Is acquainted with Rhoda 
B. Byers, was her guardian, but settled his accounts 
two years since ; at that time. Woodson had . 
ed; witness was the owner’s agent for hiring Wood- 
son out. 

Examined by Mr. Brady.—Raised Rhoda B. By- 
ers, and was her guardian. Woodson escaped from 
service in June, two years since. That is the man 
Woodson—(pointing to the prisoner.) Has known 
Woodson for xbout eleven years, Always endeav- 
ored to hire Woodson to such persons as he himself 
desired ; for the last two years, he had hired him in 
a grocery store, where the work was easy. Witness 
acted in this as guardian for Rhoda B. Byers; was 
appointed by the Court. Is certain that the prisoner 
is the man. He, the prisoner, always went by the 
name of Woodson; his mistress knew him only by 
that name, though he may have changed it since. 

Cross- Examined by Mr. Wills-W oodson was always 
hired out in the city. Is certain that the prisoner Is 
Woodson, the escaped slave. It may have been 
three years next June since he escaped ; knows it is 
two, at least ; did not charge his memory particular- 
ly. Witness resides in Louisville. Woodson was 
employed in driving cart for brickmakers. 

Cross-Examined by Mr. G. M. Reed—When wit- 
ness settled the guardian account, there was about 
$1009 due Miss Byers, which was paid to her. The 
rest of her patrimony was expended on her educa- 
tion. Was not responsible for the escape of the fu- 
gitive. Woodson has a sister who is a slave in Louis- 
ville. Woodson was owned by Miss Byers at the 
time of his escape. 

By the Court—I1 hired the slave Woodson out as 
Rhoda B. Byer’s slave for ten years. 

Woodson was transferred to hands of witness as a 
slave by the Administrators of the estate. Witness 
is no way responsible for the slave. 

Mr. Reed—W hy, sir, since you have no interest 
in the matter, are you here? 

Mr. Brady objected to the question, as witness had 
already been examined, and satisfied the Court that 
he was a competent witness. 

Judge Irwin sustained the objection of Mr. Brady. 

Mr. Wills said, on the part of the defence, he 
would call witnesses as to the identity of the pris- 
oner. 

John Peck—sworn—Knows the prisoner ; has seen 
him frequently ; his name is Gardiner; has known 
him about three years; thinks his first acquaintance 
with him was in the spring; does not know how 
long Woodson remained in Pittsburg, or where he 
went to when he left; Woodson was a member of 
the Methodist Church in good standing ; became 
acquainted with him in the church relations; he was 
an exemplary man. 

Cross-Exvamined—W oodson was an exhorter, a 
lay preacher in the church. 

Judge Irwia—lt is not important as to whether he 
belonged to any church. 

* * * » * ” 

The testimony being concluded, 


Mr. Brady said he saw no necessity of arguing the 
question ; the testimony was clear as to the identity. 
He would not, however, waive his right to the clos- 
ing speech. 

[9 Mrs. Swisshelm, in her Saturday Evening Vis- 
iter, gives the result of this trial, with her own feel- 
ings and sentiments in view of its enormity, in the 
following stirring language :— 


Judge Irwin decided to deliver the man to the 
claimant, and his expressions of sympathy with him 
and the spirit of freedom are matters of no import- 
ance. ‘ Benj. S. Rust swore that he feared a res- 
cue, and the Marshal took the necessary steps for 
his protection.’ The man was taken in irons to Lou- 
isville, where he is now in jail. We have a private 
letter from a friend who has seen Woodson’s wife. 
We were confined to our room yesterday by illness, 
and are too nervous to-day to write on this subject. 
The widowed wife is trying to raise funds to pur- 
chase her husband, and our strong anti-slavery men 
object to giving any thing, on the ground that it 
would only be a premium on slave-catching—that 
Woodson cannot be sold South, for the South will 
not buy him, lest he put mischief into the heads of 
other pieces of property—that he cannot be kept in 
Kentucky, for he knows the way out of it. This may 
be right, and it may be wrong; but God help the 
man, his wife and fatherless children! We cannot 
write, for our thoughts are at that humble hearth 
made desolate. He is, or was, a praying man, (he is 
aman no more,) and had alittle freehold. There his 
children may kneel to ask for him, and their mother 
can say that he is gone—not to the grave, for there 
“the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are 
at rest.’ Thousands of happy families kneel down 
every evening, in this our happy Jand, to pray! 
How many will remember these people in this their 
great affliction? It is not the quiet grave which 
stands between them and their protector, but the iron 
jaws of the slave prison, and the sting of the slave 
driver’s lash. 

How do people learn to talk about these things 
when they come so near! We came to the city on 
purpose to give a full report of the whole matter, and 
now our head is aching, aching, and we can find no 
words. St is very terrible, and people look so calm 
and unconcerned, leading papers congratulate them- 
selves and one another that law has been observed. 
The Gazette and Journal are so happified that all 
has been done decently and in good order, This 
offering upon the altar of our great national Moloch 
has been respectably presented, and the services 
went off well. Te Deums to the Union have been 
sung, thanksgivings offered up, the victim has been 
slain, the priests have sprinkled the altar with the 
blood, all have bowed towards Jerusalem, and each 
man returned to his home, there to take his baby 
upon his knee, look into the face of his wife, and 
forget the family ties that their hands have broken. 
Poor Maj. Kaine, how—we pity him! He-got-down 
so low as to compliment that poor animal Sweitzer 
for the humane manner in which he did his buli-dog 
_ Why does not somebody throw a bone to 
asper E. Brady? He is hungry for a word of 
praise, and sure he is a faithful hound, one of the 
Jong-limbed breed, and may be trusted for a chase! 
He needed money! We know he needed money, 
and he got it, but he needs a word of commenda- 
tion more, Why does not some one say, ‘ Bravo, 
Bounce!’ and give him and Sweitzer a clean rug 
on which to lie down and lick their weary paws, 


| after they have picked their bones? lorses and 


dogs should always be well treated. 

Mr. White, who once said the slave law was 
‘morally void,’ shows great pleasure to find it ‘le- 
gally binding.” He has the public printing, and 
keeps an eye on Washington. Like the victim in 
this case, he is a good Methodist; but the govern- 
ment might sell all the Methodist preachers in crea- 
tion, and Mr. White would be happy, so long as he 
gets government cash. 

The Presbyterian Advocate says never a word. 
Woodson does not believe in the Confession of 
Faith, and Mr. Annan feels no bonds of Christian 
fellowship near his heart. 

The Tribune, Dispatch and Enterprise have stood 
up manfuily for trath and freedom, and deserve all 
honor and confidence for so doing. 

The Jadge is thought to have leaned very far 
over from mercy’s side, and to have adjudged away 
a man’s liberty on less evidence than would be 
required to convict one of petty larceny. The 
Mayor, too, called out the city police to aid the 
claimant, and our jail was used to keep the man all 
night. When Sheriff Curtis learned he was there, 
he sent for Sweitzer to take him away. Then he 
was kept in irons, in a room of our public build- 
ings, until court hour. ‘On the side of the oppres- 
sor there was power,’ while the poor and the need 
lifted up his hands in our midst, and there was 
none to deliver. Did the people of Allegheny coun- 
ty build the Court House for a slave-pen? ‘Do the 
people of Pittsburg endorse the doctrine that a 
man shall not live with his own wife and support his 
children? Is the family relation no longer to be 
sacred in our midst? Can any one be torn from his 
family on the oath of one man, and consi; to 
hopeless slavery, and is there no redress ? hat is 
a Union worth that is to be maintained at this 
price? The old ‘union with death and with hell’ 


| the growth of despotism and reign 


From the New York Evening Post. 
GENERAL CASS AT THE WIGWAM. 
We confess, and it is with profound mortifiea- 

tion we do confess, that the reception given by the 
Democracy last evening to the Senator from Mich- 
igan, was decidedly chilly. Not over two hundred 
people were present, and when they were all hud- 
dled up around the platform to hear what the speak- 
ers were saying, they looked, in ihe capacious hall 
of Saint Tammany, very like a small flock of sheep 
ending their noses, in a hot day, behind a stone 
wall. 

The more is the pity for those who were absent. 
It was worth more than a sight of the Crystal Pal- 
ace and all its contents, to see Gen. Cass enter the 
hall, ‘leaning on the arm of Ned Strahan,’ and 
at the same time, for both could be seen together, to 
behold Ned Strahan enter, supporting the arm of 
Gen. Cass, One of the spectators was heard to re- 
mark this morning, that he thought the first the no- 
blest spectacle he ever witnessed, till he noticed the 
other, when he took off his bat, and begged some 
one to ‘carry him out,’ at once, ‘and bury him de- 
cently.’ 

As soon as the audience recovered from the ef- 
fects of this impressive scene, it was intimated to 
the General in the usual way, that is, by whistles, 
screams, and those other melodious cat-calls with 
which the ‘ B’hoys’ are wont to entertain distinguish- 
ed strangers, that if the old fellow had pa! thing on 
his mind that ought to come off, the quicker he re- 
lieved himself, the better. The General was not 
backward in coming forward, and after announcing 
that he was not going to make a speech, kept his 
word, as usual, by proceeding to deliver one. 


‘I did not come here,’ said he, ‘for the purpose of 
making a speech; I came from a place where there 
were more words than actions—more addresses de- 
livered than there were services rendered to the coun- 
try.” 

This candid admission was received with shouts 
of applause, and a general murmur of assent, ‘We 
know it, &c. Silence being restored, the General 
proceeded :— 


‘I am very much obliged to the Chairman for'the flat- 
tering manner in which he has spoken of my humble 
services in my place in the National Legislature. But 
I deserve no credit tor what I have done; I ciaim no 
eredit; I claim none for the Congress. It was not 
the American Congress which saved the country— 
it never would have been saved by Congress.’ 


Here, again, the ingenuousness of the speaker was 
loudly applauded. It was apparent that the audi- 
ence were with him. There was not a person pre- 
sent who seemed to disagree with the Senator in the 
estimate he put either upon his own services or those 
of Congress. 

The General then stated that we were passing 
through a terrible crisis, that there were ‘ sections of 
the country which entertain designs unfavorable to 
the Union,’ that things in general were in a very bad 
way, and if it were not for the descendants of Dan- 
iel D. Tompkins and Tammany Hall, the Union 
would not be worth a pinch of snuff. The audience 
drew a long breath, however, when the speaker, with 
more truthfulness than logic, signalized, in the fol- 
lowing terms, his return from the regions of imagin- 
ation to those of fact :— 


‘But here we are—the sun never shone on a coun- 
try so happy as this—where so little is taken from the 
bread of labor—where the government is instituted 
by all, for the good of all, and protected by all— 
where there is no oppression—where every man is as 
free as the air he breathes, and where there is liberty 
and prosperity offered to every man. (Applause.) 
Compare this country with those of the old world. 
Look at the oppression which prevails there. See 
the down-trodden condition of humanity there.’ 


The learned Senator then proceeded as follows, by 
way of illustrating both the freedom of thought and 
opinion, to which he had referred, and the logical 
consistency for which his public performances isave 
always been distinguished. 

‘It is useless to conceal that the South has been in- 
jured. We have vilified them and their institutions ; 
we have not acted towards them as we ought to have 
acted ; we have not carried out towards them the Con- 
stitution in its true spirit. I say it boldly, and with- 
out hesitation.’ 

[Here a friend reminded us of the deacon’s prayer, 
‘Oh, Lord, we are vile sinners, and we are not 
ashamed to own it.’] 


‘ We allow foreign travelling emissaries and domes- 
tic traitors to preach doctrines, which, if they prevail, 
are sure to destroy this government, as surely as the 
sun rises in the east and goes down in the west. Yet 
these impudent foreigners come here and tell you that 
they are in the possession of a natural right which 
they are prevented from exercising. ‘There is noth- 
ing equal to this malevolence but its impudence.’ 


Here Mr. Vice President Mulligan was observed 
to look at Mr. Vice President O’Donnell, Mr. Secre- 
tary Daly looked at Mr. Secretary Stemmler, and 
Squire O’Coner looked at Squire Dillon, and after 
looking at each other, they were observed to cast 
their eyes over the audience, as we conjectured, to 
see how many of these ‘impudent foreigners,’ who 
claimed to be ‘in possession of the natural right’ of 
thinking and speaking what they please, had found 
their way into the temple of democratic. freedom. 
Some of the ‘ b’hoys,’ who marked. what .was going 
on, and who go in for a little impudence, occasional- 
ly, even though it belongs to a foreigner, came up to 
a permanently adopted cjtizen, then present, and one 
of their number said, ‘ Boss, shal] we hustle him ?’ 
‘Oh, no!’ was the reply, we would not have you 
‘deny to native Americans tie privileges you allow 
to us,’ 

The General was accordingly permitted quietly 
to proceed, until he came to the following sentence, 
when he perceived from the temper of the au- 
“emp that it was necessary to conclude and take 

is seat :-— 


‘ And in this place, so much sanctified by the prin- 
ciples of democracy, let me say that it is not we alone 
who are true to our country. There is a portion of 
another party who are just as true to it as we are. 
Men of the Whig party have come forward and placed 
themselves in the breach, and fought manfully for the 
Constitution and Union of the country. (Vociferous 
applause.) Let us do them justice.’ 


As the General sat down, one of the crowd ex- 
claimed, ‘Yes! yes! we'll do them justice and 

ou too.’ 

Senator Felch, of Michigan, who had wished him- 
self any where else, severa) times before the General 
sat down, then rose and expressed his approbation 
of the Union, and quoted the fable of the bundle of 
sticks, 

The exercises of the evening were closed very ap- 
propriately by Mike Walsh, who explained the de- 
feat of General Cass in 1848, by stating that he 
spoke in behalf of the Genera! during the canvass, 
in four different States, and he threatened to ineure 
a similar result in 1852, by speaking in the whole 
thirty-two, if necessary. 





From the Commonwealth. 
A PRIVATE PROCLAMATION. 


It is seldom that we open unpaid letters - 
marked south of Mason a Dna tie We did 
however on Saturday open one such, postmarked at 
Baltimore, and as it seems tobear a real name, we 
give it to our readers as a fair speciinen of the liter- 
ature of the class of men who govern this country. 


Bartimore, 19th Feb., 1851. 
Exizun Waraiaut, Esq., 

Editor of the ‘ Commonwealth, Boston. 

Srr,—You are a damned abolition son of a bitch, 
and if you ever show your thievish face south of Ma- 
son & Dixon’s line, you will be murdered. 

For the part you have taken jn the late rescue of 
the fugitive slave Shadrach, you wil] receive severe 
punishment. Be watchfal! or, by all that is good 
and holy, you act in that way again, your brains will 
be blown out in ten minutes. 

FAIRFAX L. SUTHERLAND. 





WHAT WILL vou DO? 

We should like to see some manifestations of 
feeling from the people of this State in reference to 
of terror around 
us. Do the abolitionists of this State regard the ef- 
forts of our government to hunt dowa the reformers 
of Massachusetts, as mere farce? Or, are they ap- 
palled, and shrink back. We hope they have more 
Spirit and life. We hope they wilt show that they 
have life by words and protests of words, 
and protests of votes. Such men os disgrace our 
gonerament must be voted to stay at home, after 


the world. We are too indignant to use 
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CHERRY PECTORAL 








For the Care of 
COUGHS, coLps, 


HOARSENESS, BRONCHITIS 
? 


WHOOPING-CoUGEH, 


CROUP 


ASTHMA «i CONSUMPTION’ 


Soy 
Lungs and Throat has become the chief re 


truly valuable remedy for al! diseases of the 


liance 


of the afflicted, as it is the most Certain cure known 
for the above complaints. While it is a most pow. 
erful remedial agent in the most desperate and almost 
hopeless cases of Consumption, it is also, in diminish. 


ed doses, one of the mildest and most ag 
family medicines for common coughs and colds, I 


greeable 


Read 


below the opinion of men who are known to the 


world; 


and the world respect their oy 


inions, 


FROM PROF. HITCHCOCK. 


James C. Ayres: Sir—I have used your * Cherry 


Pectoral’ in my own case of deep-seatod Br 
and am satisfied from its chemical constituti 
is an admirable compound for the relief of } 
difficulties. If my opinion as to its superior 


ter can 


onc hitis, 
on that jt 
aryngial 
- charac. 
be of any service, you are at liberty to use it 


as you think proper. 


EDWARD HITCHCOCK, LL. D., 
President of Amherst College. 


From the ‘LONDON LANCET’ 


‘AYER’S CHERRY PECTORAL is one of the 
most valuable preparations that has fallen under our 


notice. 


After a careful cxamination, we do not hes- 


itate to say we have a large appreciation of its merits 
’ 


and the 


fullest confidence in its usefulness for coughs 


and lung complaints.’ 


Dr. Brewster, of Windham county, Conn., senis 
us the following testimony :— 

Dr. J. C. Ayer: Dear Sir—I have enclosed you 
a certificate from Mrs, Catharine A. Cady, a highly 
respectable lady of this village, wife of Mr. Seth Cady, 


Deputy 
cure in 
general 


This 


Sheriff, Windham county, Connecticut. The 
her case was very prompt, and has attracted 
attention. 
W. A. BREWSTER, M. D. 
West Kiiurery, Conn., Sept. 28, 1848. 
may certify, that I was afflicted with a very 


severe cough in the winter of '47-48, which threat. 


ened to 


terminate in consumption. I had tried many 


medicines in vain, and was cured by the use of ‘Ayer's 


Cherry Pectoral.’ 


CATHERINE K, CADY. 


DIRECT EVIDENCE. * 


Dr. J. C. Ayer, Lowell: Dear Sir—Feeling under 
obligations to you fer the restoration of my health, I 
send you a report of my case, which you are at lib- 


erty to 
tumn, 


ublish for the benefit of others. Last au- 
took a bad cold, accompanied by a severe 


cough, and made use of many medicines without ob- 
taining relief. I was obliged to give up business, fre- 


quently 


raised blood, and could get no sleep at night. 


A friend gave me a bottle of your Cherry Pectoral, 


the use 
ing to 


bottle, and am nearly recovered. 


my cou 


uable medicine. E. 


From 


of which I immediately commenced accozd- 
directions. I have just purchased the fifth 
I now sleep well, 
gh has ceased, and all by the use of your val- 
S. STONE, A. M., 
Principal of Mt. Hope Seminary. 


Dr. Bryant, Druggist and Postmaster, Chie- 


opee Falls, Mass :— 


Dr. J. C. Ayer: Dear Sir—Enclosed please find re- 
mittance for all the CHERRY PECTORAL last sent 


me. 


Ican unhesitatingly say, that no medicine we 


sell gives such satisfaction as yours does; nor havel 
ever scen a medicine which cured so many cases 0! 


Cough and Lung Complaints. 


using it 


Our physicians are 
extensively in their practice, and with the 


happiest effect. 


‘Truly yours, 


Prepa 


D. M. BRYANT. 
red by J. C. AYER, Chemist, Lowell, Mass. 


and sold by all Druggists and Dealers in Medicine 
throughout the country. 


Dec. 20. 


tMar.27 





Consumption and Liver Complaint. 


F neglected, colds soon run into these formidable 
I ainenaen. Before the sufferer is aware of it, he is 
far gone, beyond the reach of most remeaies. 


there is 
like the 


But 


one hope for the afflicted, which will thine 
rainbow in the storm. SCHENCK’S PUI- 


MONIC SYRUP, if perseveringly used, will restore 


to health almost every case of this much 
too frequent disorder. 


dreaded and 
The following certificate, vo 


untarily contributed by the grateful sufferer, chet 
virice the most skeptical that the great remedy of the 


age, for 


Consumption in all its forms, is 


SCHENCK’S PULMONIC SYRUP. 
Chas. G. Johnson was taken Dec. 1848, with a heavy 


cold, which produced incessant coughing, 
nied with acute pain on the right side, pains 1 
back under the right shoulder, having } 
sweats, high fevers, &c. he 
to a quart of nauseous matter evey twenty-fou 
and was gradually sinking un 


gress of 


myself once more restored to health. 
add, that the consulting physician seeing 
the medicine, fully approved of its use. 

reader some idea of the severity of my ca*¢, 
rapid cure effected by the Syrup, . 
ustal weight in health, was 177 poune 


accomps- 
in the 
euvy night 
int 
expectorated from @ pir 
; Fr r hours, 
der the weakening P™ 
: ce 

ook fifteen bottles, and” 
Je I will further 
the action 
To give the 
and the 
I will state that mY 
s, which ¥8 
121 pounds ; 


my disease. 


y i but 
finally reduced by my sufferings to 21 in 
yet, A the first of September, 1849, I weighed 1/ 


nds 


; thus gaining, in a few 


months, 53 pours, 


. . . vo 7 ight. 
and within three pounds of my nee OHNSOS 


Signed : , 

A Treatise on the History of Consumption, 
neat pamphlet, can be had gratis, on ap 
the agents in Boston. 


Agents for Dr. J. H. Schenck, Phila 
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cinity, are well acquainted with By ae gbore: 


know him to have been afflictec 
We also know that he used Schen 
rup, anc have every reason to believe, 
medicine. he owes his preserva 
grave. The known integrity and 
of Mr. Johnson, however, 1 * 
the public of the truth of his statemen 
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